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Question thus passed, and the Bill read
a third time.

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that the Bill do now pass7 and be entitled
an Act,

Question put, and a, division taken, with
t~he following result -

Ayes
Noes

Majority

Ayes,
Eton. 1). K. Cor
Hon. A. B. Kid
Ron. D. ALi 11t
Ron. A. P, Ma!
Hon. G. Ratdell
Ron. J. Xf Richa
Hon. Hf. J. Sauni
Hon. H. Briggs

(Tel

for ... ...- 3

Noes
ngdon Hon F. T. Crowder
at R on. R. S. Haynes

Lay R on. WV. T. Loton
thesoni Hon. E. Motarty

Hon. R. G. Burges

ders

(Poler
Qurestion thus passed.

At 5.50 p.m. the PRESIDENT left the
chair.

At 7.505
chair.

the PRESIDENT resumed the

QUESTCION: SUJPREME COURT, ADDI-
TIOGNAL ROOM.

Hoa,. R. S. HAYNES, without notice,
asked the Colonial Secretary whether, in
view of the congested state of business in
the Supreme Courtit was the intention
of the Government, at once or within a
reasbnable time, to take steps for the
provision of a. third court room. At
present, owing to the ongestion, eases
were hung up month after month, said,
while judges were willing to sit, they
complained they had not a, place to Sit
in.

THis COLOINIAL SECRETARY said he
cr-uld only promise to bring the matter
under the notice of the Government. He
wvas not iu a. position to make anay state-
went.

PROROC-ATION ARRtANGEMTS.

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY stated.
that it was the inlention to. prorogue Par-
liament at three o'clock the nexrt day, and
he would be glad to hove the attendance
of hon. members at a quarter past two
o'clock.

ADJOURNIUgNI.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

that the House, at its rising, do adjourn
until 2.15 p.m. to-morrow.

Put and passed.
The House adjouned at 8 p.m. until

the next afternoon.

Thursday, 27thS October, 1898.

Question:, Towage Charge at Fremantle-
Peper presented-Petition of J. (libsoa:
Motion to Rescind Resolution (postponed)
-Question: Train tro Guildiord, over-
crowded-Motion: Public Works, Account-
ant~a branch, Inquiry; Division (neatived)
-Mlotion: Rtaiwy Survey, Busselton to
Quindalup (withdrawn) - Appropriation
Bill: Prentice as to Amendment, State-
men't by the Speaker-Cemeteries Act
Amendment Bill, Legislative Council's
Amendment - MunicipalI Institutions Act
Amendment Bill, Legislative Coun-
cil's furtber Ainendnient-Motion: Post
end Telegraph Administration, Commis-
nion of1 inquiry - Motion: Pinjarrabh-
Marradong Railway Construction, by
Private Enterprisq - Motion: Shipping
Laws, Commission of Inquiry-Motion:
Encouragement of Manufactui-es end New
Indutries+-1kotion: Municipal Rating on
Land Value -,Division (negatived) -
Motion : Federal Delegates, Mode of
Election (withdrawn) -Motion: Liquor
Licenses, Limitation in Metropolitan Dis-
trict (withdrawn) - Railway Estimates,
Mode of Preparation: Explanation -
Motion: Ivanhoe Venture Lease, Compen-
sation-M1otion: Paris Exhibition, Repre-
sentation of Colony-Prorogation Arrange-
ments-Adjuinment.

The SPEAKER1 took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PiuAruaS.
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QUESTVION: TOAVAGE CHARGE AT FRE-
MAw=h.

Ma. HIGHAM, without notice, asked
the Premier: What dues are paid by
the German steamers. calling at Fre-
mantle, for towage by the Government
steamer Penguin I

THE PREMIIER (Rlight Ron. Sir J. For-
rest) replied: I am not able to answer
the question, without notice. I under-
stand a charge is made for to-wage, but
I do not know how often the Penguin's
services are utilised.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the PRamuna: Life assurance comn-

panies, Returns.
Ordered to lie on the table.

PET ITION OF J. GILBSON:- MOYiON TO
RESCIND RES~OLUTION.

Tas PREMIER? (Right Hon. Sir J, For-
rest): If I may be permitted to do so
without notice, I should like to call the
attention of hon. members to a resolu-
tion we passed last evening, and the
meaning of which, I regret to, say, I did
not sufficiently realise at the time. I
do not know whether bon. members were
more careful than I was in the construe-
tion they put on it;- but it seems to me
that the resolution ire passed last night,
in regardl to a petition from Mr. John
Gibso, contractor, places us in a. rather
awlcurrd position. The terms of the
pr-yer were as follow:

Your petitioner therefore prays that further
enquiry le mnade into the justnes of the claim.
Of course, that would be all right.

And the Engineer-in-Chief be directed to
settle the same, on the assumption that the
tGovernment is responsible for not supplying
tine neeessary tnucka for the carriage of material
from the hiIlla to the site of the work.
It seems to me that if the Government
were to, act upon that resolution, the re-
sult would be what no hon. member in
this Rouse anticipated when he gave his
vote or dealt with the question, because
we would he inundated with claims, not
front one person, but I can assure hon.
members there will be hundreds of claims
from the samne cause, arising at the time
when railway trucks were scarce and when
traffic was so great. I do not think for
a moment that hon. members intended
that every contractor to the Government

should haive a. claim against the Govern-
ment for an insufficient supply of railway
trucks, when there was no stipulation in
the specification or in the contract be-
tween the Government and such contrac-
tor. If this resolution is to stand as a
guide to the Government in dealing with
such claims-and I can assure hon. nieva-
hers there are a great many, and I knew
some contractors myself who wil1l come
to this House next year and will be apply-
ing to the Govei-ninent in the meantime,
asking us to compensate, them in exactly
the same manner-I should like to know
to what extent this resolution is to go,
as an instructionl to the Government. I
may say, and it is generally admitted
by everyone, by those who introducead
the maotion and those who spoke in favour
of it, that there was nothing legally bind-
ing on the Government to do any thing in
this matter; but miembers thought the
Government ought to do something. The
Government are quite willing to Lake that
as an intimation from this House that
this matter requires carefully looking
into, and that every possible considera-
tion should be given to it. I think that,
looking at, the dransaction as between
one person and another, and seeing that
those who supp~orted the contractor in
carrying out the work-though I do not
say this applies to the contractor him-
self-were treated very hardly in having
stopped from them aL considerable sum
of money, I think £456, for lac/Qv in
connection wvith another contract alto-
g7ether, wherein the samte persons were
not interested, something mnay be done
to relieve those persons from the hardship,
because their c:ase appears to he a hard
one. If 1, as a business man in a town
supporting at contractor in cryTing out
ce-rtatin work and in providing the money
to do it, find that some money which is
coming to that contractor is stopped, and
that I am prevented from being recouped
for my advance, and especially, as in this
ease, when the contract was not a profit-
able one to take, it would appear to me
hard that I should have to suffer for
suimie iaewb~e withi which I had nothing to
do with regard to somne work in another
part of the colony. I think that, in this
direction at any rate, the Government
might move with a view of not taking this
sumi for this contract, and thus relieving

J. Gibsoles Pewion:
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the persona whom this House may be anx-
ious to relieve,

MR. ILLINOWORTII: This resolutioft only
refers to the one case.

THE PREMIER: Yet there are lots of
other eases on all-fours with this one.

MR. ILLINGWORTR: But you have no
direction from the House in regard to
themi.

TUB PREM' AIER:- I know that this Houme
will expect that the Government, after re-
ceiving the direction which baa been given,
will treat other cases in the same manner.
and in raising such a question as that it
seems to use we are opening too big a. quek-
tion by having passed this resolution.

'MR. MO.NGER: The Director of Public
Works had an opportunity of closing it at
an earlier stage.

Tas DIRECTOR, OF Puma.0 WORKS:
But I did not see why I should close it,
and I do not see now why I should do so.

ThsE PREMIER: I really think that this
prayer of the petition which has been ap-
proved of by the House, and which ought,
to be a- guide to the Government, goes too
far, and certainly goes further than ban.
members intended when they voted for the
resolution. I think really, in the interests
of the colony, we should rescind this re-
solution, on the understanding that the
Government will look into the matter, and
wviii do our Ibest to assist this. contractor in
the direction I have named. I think I
may make a promise that wve will not
seive upon this "456.

MR. MONGER: You have already done
so.

THE PREMIER ; I say we will not claim
it, although we, perhaps, have a right to
it ; but we will look at little deeper into
the question, after what has passed, and,
therefore, it seems to me that this course
ought to meet with the support of those
hon. members who have moved in this
matter. I do not think they wish to go
farther than this, becausie I can assvure hon.
members that, to carry out this resolution
and apply it to other cases would lead to
endless trouble, and would result, I am
sure, in great loss to the country. I beg
to move that the resolution be rescinded.

Tim SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not move to rescind a resolution, without
giving~ notice.

Tax PREMIER: The Standing OrderF
are suspended.

Taxz SPEAKER: Only as regards, Bills.
Tim PREMIER: I beg to give notice

for to-morrow, to move that the resolu-
tion adopted by this House with regard
to Mr. Gibson's petition be rescinded; c n
the understanding that the Government
~iifl not lay any claim to the £456 de-
ducted from him on account of the other
contract.

QUESTION:. TRAIN TO GUILDFORD,
OVERCROWDED.

Ma. HARPER, without notice, asked
the Commissioner of Railways if he could
inform the House as to what steps were
taken by the Railway Department to
carry passengers from the eastern districts
yesterday to attend the Agricultural Show
at Guildford. He was informed by persons
who travelled by the train that it was not
ojnly overcrowded, but it was almost im-
possible to travel. Very great complaint
was wa~de about it, and he thought it de-
sirable that information should be given
by the Commissioner.

THE COMMISSIONER 01r RAILWAYS
(Hon. F. H. Piesse): The member for
Beverley (Mr. Harper) had mentioned the
matter to him a little while ago, and, hav-
ingr since made enquiry, he was now able
to say that when the train left Beverley
there were only four passengers. When it
reached Spencer's Brook a second carriage
was put on, which happened to consist of
second-class compartments only. Un-
fortunately, a carriage with first-class
compartments was not obtainable, and
there were a great number of first-class
passengers& who took seats in the train at
Spemcer's Brook. Subsequently, at Cbid-

plow's Well, four passengers boarded the
train, and at Lion Mill a large number of
timber-cutters and. others entered the
train, thus, of course, overcrowding it.
Unfortunately, only two coaches were
provided, that being the ordinary number
on this train from Beverley to Perth. It
was certainly not the wish of the depart-
ment nor his wish that passengers should
be inconvenienced or overcrowded. The
matter would be looked into, with the hope
of preventing a recurrence.

[A88VMBLY.] TTain Overerft-ded.



:Pnblic Works Accountant: [27 OCTOBER, 1898.] rpsdInur. 28

OTION:- PUBLIC WORKS, ACCOUNT-
ANTS BRANOH, INQUIRY.

MR. OLDHAM (North Perth) moved:
That a Select Committee of this House be

appownted to inqur into the working of the
accountant's branch of the Public Works De-
partment
Before entering into the merits of the
case, he desired to ask the advice of the
Speaker whether it would be allowable for
him to add to the motion the words,
"wvith power to sit during the recess, and
call for persons and papers,'

THE SPE. KER: The reply given in
this case, would also apply to the notice of
motion by the member for the Canning
(Mr. Wilson). It was not possible for a.
Select Committee to eit during 'the recess.
The only thing that could bc done was as
follows: -

If a Select Committee was unable to bring
its habours to a close during the session, it
w!as customary to move that a Royal Commis-
sion, consisting of the members of the Com-
mnittee, be appointed to carry on the investiga-
tion of tbe matters referred to the Committee.
In both these cases members would see
that there was no time now for a Select
Committee to be appointed, to sit, and to
report to the House that they were not
able to conclude their lahours, so that a
Commission might ae appointed for coin-
pleting the inquiry.

Ma. OLDHAM: It was, he understood,
possible for a Commission to be ap-
pointed.

TiiR SPEAKER: As had been ex-
plained, it was not possible to do what
the hon. member proposed, until the Select
Committee had been appointed, had sat,
end had reported to the House that they
had not time to conclude their labours;-
and then a. motion could be moved for
the appointment of a Royal Commission,
consisting of the same members as the
Committee, to act after the, prorogation.
In this vase hon. members must see there
would not be time for all that.

Ma. OLDHAM: Even yet he did not
exactly understand the position. The
Select Committee had not been appointed
up to the present. Was it not possible
for him to alter the motion?

ThuB SPEAKER: The hion, member
was going to move for the appointment
of a Select Committee. The Committee
would have to meet to-morrow; they
must than report to the House that. they

had not been able to complete their
labours; and then there must be a motion
for the appointment of a Commission to
consist of the same members. If the
House weas going to be prorogued to-
morrow, there was not time, as. he had
said, to get through all that business.

Un- OLDHAM: At any rate, he would
procoeed with the motion.

Tux Pasnun: Let the hon. member
have his say.

MR. OLDHA&M. It was not a matter of
having his say. He believed a- great in-
justice bad been done to a public officer,
who had received testimonials, not only
from his superior officers, bu t from the
Under Secretary. It would be remneui-
bered that some little time ago he called
for papers in connection with this case to
be laid on the table of the House; and
while it was not his intention to trouble
the House with any lengthy extracts from
th em, he might be permitted to cull what
seemed to him to oe the whole purport
of those papers. He noticed that the
oharges- preferred by the superior officer
against the sub-accountant of the Public
Works Department were not in any way
substantiated; but in spite of that we
found the sub-accountant was discharged
from the posit-ion he occupied. As a re-
sult of that discharge, and in consequence
of other transactions which 'had occurred;-
a great deal of suspicion was raispdl as to
the honesty and integrity of the sub-
accountant. This officer had received a
testimonial to the following effect from
the predecessor of the gentleman occupy-
ing the position of chief accountant at
the present time: -

The office is greatly indebted to 'Mr. Mitchell
Ifor good work done, and for saving the office
fromi utter and hopeless chaos by untiring
energy and loyalty. I cannot overestimate the
value of his services to me and the depart-
ment.

THE DIRECTORL OF PlUBUO WORKS:
What date was that?

IMA. OLD HAM: The date could not be
given exactly, but it was in 1895. There
was another testimonial given by the
chief accountant's predecesor on resign-
ing his position, which read thus: -

I have great pleasure in stating that during
the time I have been ip charge of this office Mt.
W. W. Mitchell has greatly distinguished himself
by rendering most excellent service, of great
value. His capacityv for work, grasp of de tails,
reliability, loyalty, and cinsi entious elffort,

Propo8ed -Inquiry. 2681
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have far exceeded anything I might have fairly
expected ; and I have great pleasure, therefore,
in testifying to my great respect for him and
his abilities, end recommending him to anyone
desiring such services.
Without saying anything disparaging of
the gentleman who made the charges yet
those charges were inquired into by the
Minister and were not substantiated, and
the 'Minister sent the sub-accountant
back to his duties. But in spite of the
orders of the Minister, he was not allowed
to take up his position, end for six weeks
he sat in'the office and did nothing what-
over for the money he was receiving from
the country. It was absolutely neces-
sary, in face of these facts, to have an
inquiry. In consequence of the bad ex-
ample, or bad management, or what-
ever one liked to call it, there was
another officer in another depart-
ment who was pursuing exactly the
sane kind of tactics. The Director of
Works probably knew the officer to whom
he was referring. It was not altogether
a question of one officer ia against an-
other, but the inquiry was one which
affected the taxpayers of the country. He
had heard it stated, on good authority,
that on more than one occasion accounts
in this department had been paid twice
Qver. In one case, something like £600,
and in another £700 had been paid twice
over.

Thx Dmaron or Punuco Wonna:
That was decidedly untrue.

Mt. OLDUAM: The statement of the
Director, that the assertion made was de-
cidedly untrue, was one which he did not
think the country was likely to accept.

'fla PasMit: Of rourse, they would
accept the statement of the hon. member.

Mn. OLIDHAM: There was no wish on
his part for the country to take his state-
ment. What he wanted was an inquiry
ato to whether the assertions wade iv~rc
correct or not, It wyas not unfair to ;F
for an inquiry, when one heard time after
time, in business circles of the city, ihaE
all one had to. do in connection with I he
Public Works Department was to contin-i-
ally send in accounts,' and they would Le
p'aid.

A ANXMBER: Two or three times over.
Mit. OLDA: Yes;- two or thr'e

times over.
MRs. ILLTYGWORTIT: It was common re-

port.

MR. OLD HA31: It would be far bette
to have the question set at rest by a pr(
per inquiry, than to have these reports i
business circle%, authenticated by mei
chants who were not liable to make rae.
statemnents.

THE PREMIER: Who were they I
Its. OLDIJAM said he waz not gozag

give names.
Tnni Paix: That was always the waj

If they were honest men they would corn
and tell him (the Premier) about it.

Ms. OLeDHAM: There were sona
gentlemen who did not look at it in th
same way as the right hon. gentlemaw
did. Not knowing whether the statf
wants made were facts or not, he knei
they were current in the city, in busines
circles.

WEa PImER said he had never heari
them.

A. OLDHAM. The Premier wanted t
know from whom he heard these things.

THE PREMIER: Why did they not orn
and tell him?

MsR. OLD 11KM:. Because the Premie
would not be likely to take notice of them

Tna PRwinEnt: Nonsense. He wouli
look into any complaints, and was not &
careless about the public funds as the boa
member seemed to imply.

MR. OLDHAM: Rua i I,, ru'cd Ui
necessity for an inquiry, he wo'Ad fur. hc
ask: Was it not a fact that the sup ero
officer, whom the Government were ctond
ing by in this matter, had quarrelled wi'l
nearly every officer in the department
Also, had this officer not brought che~rgt-,
against another subordinate 2ifficer, w!.'
were proved to be unfounded I 11 any p-r
s~on ought to be discharged in conneen-j
with the accountant's branch of the di'
part nient, this chief otticer was the one Ah
ought to go. There were certain voucherE
of which he had copies, showing that f't'
officer had been running up an eccoun
against the Government to the amount -)
£54 15s. 4d. for expenses of trips to Al
bany, andI which did not appear to hi
niecessary. From the 26th March to 4t1
April this officer charged travelling allow
ances to the amount of £7 l8S., for thg
purpose of inspecting cash balances a,
All-any ; on June 30th he made a furthei
charge of £7 16s. for the same purpose;
on September 17th, another charge of Vt
15%. for the same purpose; and on Apri

Proposed Inquiry.
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7th, a, further account of £5 5s. for ex. in, the pt
actly the same purpose. The cash vouch- which baA
era he had to inspect on these several oc- justifiedb
casions did not amount, probably, to the by this o
total sum he had charged as travelling ex- servant i
penses; and the strangest part of the the depa~
business was that this gentleman had a between
farm at Albany, and for that reav fouLd was fourn
it convenient to visit Albany so fre- should be
quently at the Government expense. No into the q
similar charges were incurred for tra-vel- cided the
hug to inspect the cash balances on the removed,
goldfields, or in other parts of the colony, who had
so that these numerous visits to Albany rez- torily, sl
quired some explanation ; and, if tisa cri- Where at
cer did find it necessary to go so often to cers, itm
Albany, he should do it in his owyn time, out; hut
and at his own expense. should be

THE PREMIER: Hear, bear. deal with.
MR. OLDHAM: These were the facts, Ma. iMk

and ho believed they were engaging the offering t
attention of officers of the public service, part of ti
It did appear to be manifestly unfair that Tue DI]
the sub-accountant, after being in the ser- This offic
vico a considerable number of years, and effort woi
being debarred from increasing his in- Eome oth
comec by doing outside work, was finally would hav
deprived of his position by what appeared in view
to be the spleen of the officer who was meat, &x
immediately over him. He moved: had beei

That a Select Commnittee of this House be ap- Governnu
pointed to inquire into the working of the find ant
Accuuntaat.'s Branch of the Public Works De- was not
partmait. eonfidenc

Ma. WILSON seconded the motion, w'as avail
Tasz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS of variout

MRon. F. H. Piesse): No objection would retrench
be offered by him to any inquiry in regard prevented
to this or other matters alffecting, his de- ing anc
partments, and he would ba only toe not requ
pleased that all information should be other pea
given to any Committee which thc ilnus _ whose &
might appoint; but action of this kind was to
could only lead to one result, for where a fore this
membher of this House took up the griev- of some n
ances of an officer whose services had cf Parlifian
been dispensed with, and for which course with such
there were sufficient reasons, the Effect occur, in
would be to cause other offi ':s who had sibly infi
been dispensed with to apply in the same so aggrie
way to members, and thus the grievances House to
of various persons might occupy the at- this wasa
tention of this Hou -a to a seti ii n eitvt.t necessity
Questions of the dismissal of public ser- rere; and
vants, or such matters, were generally dis- justice do.
cussed by Cabinet; and in the case of Mr. be left to
Mitchell, who had spent some four years Parliomet
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iblic service, the testimonials
Ibeen read to the House were

y what he knew of the work done
'fficer, for he was an admirable
ni regard to the actual work of
rtment; still, owing to friction
this and the senior officer, it
Inecessary that one or the other
removed, and, after going fully

uestionz, the Government had de-
,t the sub-accountant should be
and that the chief accountant,
carried out his duties satiafac-

ould remain in his position.
ccl friction existed between offi-
eant that one or other must go

a small matter of this kind
left with the Government to

)RA.N: Was there any chance of
ais; man a position in some othei
te serviceI
RECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
at- was told at the time that an
dld be made to transfer him to
.er position, and su& transfer
re been effected if possible; but,
of the necessity for retrench-
id seeing that the intention
ato abelish this office, the

ent had not been able to
ther position for him. it
that the Government had lost
a in him, but that no, vacancy
able at present. The cessation
slarge works, and the desire to
n all departments of the servi:e,
Ithe Government from keep-

fficer whose services they did
ire, and from providing an-
ition for him. If every officer
atvices were dispensed with
have his grievances laid be-
House through the intervention
rember, a great deal of the time
cent would be occupied in dealing
eases. Individual eases might
which some injustice was pos-

eted on an officer; but any officer
ved had a right to move this
take up his ease. Still, while
o, there should be some extreme
for asking the House to inter-
*where there was any great in-

08, the Government might surely
deal with such cases, without

it being called upon to interfere.
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f5iscipline would be cast to the wind;, if
this House were to take notice of every
complaint from aggrieved persons arising
out of the public service; and the pos-
sibility of controlling a department would
be gone, because any officer aggrieved
might then have his case placed before
this House, and this would induce persons
to make complaints to members, and would
lead to endless trouble and difficulty. Mem-
bers of this House would find that there
were plenty of men ready to say they had
been hardly dealt with. As for himself,
he had a difficult task to fill in administer-
ing departments which had been built up
quickly under the pressure, of numerous
works required in the country; and, now
that they were being pulled down and re-
duced to a workable condition, in accord-
ance with the altered circumstances of the
country, there might be grievances
Amongst officers whoe services had to. be
dispensed with. Therefore be asked the
Hiouse to agree that this mlatter should be
left to the Govurnment, who had dealt with
it in a way they thought was proper, in
view of all the circumstances. Had this
motion been brought forward earlier in the
session, he would not have opposed the
appointment of a Select Committee; but
at this stage of the session especially it
was -not desirable that this course should be
taken, as it would lead to a number of
eases of a, minor character being brought
before the House on future occasions.
The officer in question did his duty well
up to, the time of his leaving the er-
vice; an4, had a position been avail-
able for him elsewhere, it would have
been offered to h-im. The complaints
laid against the chief accountant were
being inquired into; and, if it appeared
that this officer had been making unjusti-
fiable charges in the way of travelling ex-
penses, the Government could surely be
left to deal with his case. Unfortun-
ately, duringr the great pressure of work
in the last four or five weeks, he (the
Director) had been unable to go as fully
into the matter as be would have liked ;
but travelling allowances in the depart-
tuents were watched most jealously, and
Ministers intended to keep a firm hand
upon them. The officer did travel to
Albany on the different occasions men-
tioned, and the expenses had been brought
under his notice as Mfinister. The sub-

accountant, however, who comiplaned o
the matter, was not acting rightly; (a,
it was only when he had some per
sonal grievance that he suddenly becam,
peculiarly honest and open-minded, an(
unearthed these discrepancies to whicl
he, as Rub-accountant, had previously cer
tilled. If, when he certified to these ac
counts, he perceived them to be incorrect
lie should then have brougrht them unde
the notice of the Minister; and, had hi
doine so, they would have been dealt wit]
sooner. That was where such men mad,
mistakes. This officer wak certainly or
dared back to resume his duties, an(
went hack to the office; but, fromn fur
ther inquiries made, he (the Director
found that no duty had been assigned t(
him except thaEt of att ending to the ledger
Th is work the officer declined to take up
consequently the friction was intensified
The matter was being dealt with;- and
if the chief accountant was unable ti
satisfactorily answer the charges mad
against, him, the House could rely upoi
it that this officer would be dealt with ,
the Government in the way he deserved
either by meting out to him some puni 'h
ment, or by dispensing with his services
There was no intention of keeping an
mani in the department who ought not to
be in it. That was surely apparent fron
the way in which the different depsr'
ments had be rearranged. Men who -1c
years had been parasites in this depart
ment had been got rid of. A full in
quiry was being ±aade into the matter
and the House should leave it in the haad
of the Government. There was no no-c,
for the appointmen t of the proposed Se4 52

Committea
MsR. MORAN (East Coolgardie): At

cording to the Minister, had it not bee]
for the peculiar temper of the chief at
countant, the sub-accountant would to
day have been on duty in the Works De
partment

Tim DmucrroR OF PuBIAC WOaK
said he did not think so.

Mit. MORAN - It was evident that tdi
sub-accountant had to go, because one o
the two officers had to go.

Tan PREMnR: It was impossible to
retain two officers who were constantl:
quarrelling.

Mat. M1ORAN: 7%hz cnior mnan was to
blame, bu; the junior bad to go becaus,

Pro'Poied Inquiry.
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he could not agree with his superior.
This officer should be reinstated in some
position in the service. It was plain
there had been a mistake, and that the
sen~ior officer's irascible temper had led
him to cornplaiD o-f his junior, and to oust
him from the service. Ron. members
had -evrery confidence in the Director of
Public Works; but the Minister might
not know the exact Facts of the case. Let
him therefore make special inquiries into
the matter, and first reinstate the man2
who had been discharged.

Tnm PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir I.
Forrest): It was easy to say the Govern-
menit must look after such individuals,
but his advice would be that officers
should look after themselves. When
departmental officers quarrelled and
were unable to work together, the
junior generally expected the Gov-
erment to take his part, and
to dismiss the head of the depart-
ment, thus throwing the whole office up-
side down for his private satisfaction.
In 99 cases. out of 100, when officers quar-
relled, the junior got the worst of it. That
was so all over the world, whether in pri-
vate or in public employment, in the
civil service of the old country, or in these
colonies. Subordinates must try to
please those who were in authority over
them. We were taught that from our
infancy. In this case, he was not pre
pared to say that no blame rested on the
officer controlling the department; but
the Minister was quite capable of looking
into that mnatter, and had been investigat-
ing it. Tn regard to the other officer,
the matter did come before the Cabi-
net, and it was not decided off-hand : out
Ministers said that it was not in the public
interest that these two persons should
work together. and one had to go. Many
ether officers had to go lately, for no rea-
so-n whatever-not because they quar-
relled with anyone else, but because re-
trenchmnent was necessary.

3f& MORAN: That was a good reason.
MR. OLDAM: That was a different

thing.
Tim PREMIER: Very likely the

officer who had been dismissed would have
had to go, even if he had not had thist
quarrel. But it was a bigy order for the
House to undertake to investigate every

case of a quarrel between two officers.
The Executive of the day were surely able
to manage such affairs& Of course. i! a
great injustice were done, any mian had a
right to appeal to Parliament, if he could
get a member to take up his case: but
the fact of officers having quarrelled, with
the result that one had to be dismissed,
was not sufficient reason for the appoint-
ment of a Select Committee, or a Com-
mission to investigate the matter. There
would be no end of such inquiries, if such
a precedent were established. If a, wrongr
had been done, even the Executive were
not absolutely free from blame in the mat-
ter; but they were bound to be guided
to a large extent by the, reports of the
officials and the final report of the Minis-
ter, It was not to be expected that the
Premier and the other Ministers were to
abandon their own duties in order to, in-
vestigate a, case of two officers quarrelling
in the Works Department. They looked
to the Minister's report. The Minister
investigated the matter, and took the re-
sponsibility; and, if the Minister in-
sisted that the man, must go, n&r
turally his wishes were acceded to.
If it were impossible for the Cabinet
to investigate such matters, how much
more impossible was it for Parliament to
do so ? Such an incident only showed
how small the colony was in point of num-
bers, and what little things occupied the
attention of hon. members. The time
of the whole Hlouse had been taken up in
discussing the action of a Minister in re-
gard to this quarrel between two officers
in his department, That might be done
it one case, but Parliament could not con-
tinue to do it long, or the machine
would soon break down. Hon. mem-
bers must trust people in authority,
the heads of departments and the
Mfinisters; and, except in very flag-
rant cases, public servants must put
up with this arrangement. They must be
satisfied that their superior officers and
the Minister would try to do them justice;
and they must not expect Parliament to
take up their cases and appoint Select
Committees To investigate them, because
officers quarrelled. He (the Premier) did
not object to the hon. member bringing
forward this c~asel and explaining his
ideas concerning it; but to expect this
House to take the matter up was expect-
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iag a good deal more than would he rea-
lised.

Ma. LLLINGWORTH (Central Mfurchi-
son): This incident emphasised the ab)-
solute necessity of what he had frequently
advocated in this House-a& civil service
board.

THE Pnnnnar: A Bill for its appoint-
ment would be brought in next year.

MR. ILLINC-WORTH: A public officer
had now no court of appeal, except Par-
liament.

Tim Pasussa:' Yes; there was the Cabi-
net; and the Minister also was a e-u, r~f
appeal.

Mik. HjLINGWQRTH: It was, of
course, impossible for Parliament to take
uip Such cases; but itw"as also impossible
to give satisfaction to the civil service if
officers weti dependent on the permanent
heads of departments. If the permanent
bhead reported against a man, the Minister
accepted that report. Ile hoped the long-
promised civil service board would soon
be constituted as the proper court to
which public servants could appeal. That
uould free the atmosphere of Parliament
from such discussions as had taken place
to-night.

Ma. MORGANS (Coolgardie): The
privilege which public officers appeared to
have of bringing their complaints before
Parliament was a very dangerous feature
in the administration of the public service
of the coliony. He knew of nothing that
would tend to insubordination in the ser.
vice more than the knowledge that any
servant could complain to the Hrouse of
his superior. Undoubtedly, the solution
of the difficulty lay in the appointment of
a civil service board, which had been pro-
mised by the Premier. WhIrt would be
the result in a big commercial enterprise,
if every subordinate. were able to bring
before the board of directors every case of
dismissal which took place? Such a, sys-
tem. would bring the management of the
concern into disrepute, and make its con-
tinuance impossible. He had known com-
mercial enterprises where subordinates
had been allowed to complain ag-ainst
managers before boards of directors, and
with what result? Disaster. If the
directors of a company once commenced
to consider eases of that kind, it meant
that the manager became a mere nonen-
tity. No public business could be con-

ducted upon these lines. He did na
know any-thing about the merits in thi
case, except that he believed the office
who was dismissed from the public, sei
vice was a, most able officer, and that h
had done his duty well, but unfortunatel
he could not agree with his chief. I
that case, some one had to go, and unlek
the Minister could say that the chief wa
to blame, the person to go was the sul
ordinate. He did not think it would b
possible to leave a case of this sort in an
better hand, than those of the Ministei
It was not in the best interests of the putI
lip service for these questions to b
brought before Parliament, though a put
.lis servant should have a right to ventj
late a real grievance, and it might be i
cessary to do, so outside the, Minister. 11
(Wr. Morgans) had inquired into this cast
and he sympatbised with the officer ub
placed the matter in the hands of th
member for North Perth (Mr. Qldham'
and hoped the Government would be alA
to do, something for him. Parliamen
must not act upon sympathies, but upo!
principles; and the system of ventilatin
these grievances before Parliament was t
be deprecated; Parliament being, in hi
opinion, an entirely wrong tribunal to deE
with Such cases.

Ma. OLnDHAM: Would justice. have beej
done, if the subject had not been broughi
before Parliament?

Mn. MORGANS :Trust to the Ministei
ThuB DIRECcR OF PUBELIC WORaS

The sub-accountant had carried out hi
duties satisfactorily.

-Mm. Oinnti: The sub-accountan
should be reinstated.

TFhs PasEME: Not at all. We had a,
money.

THE DIECORa or PUBLIC WORS
He would be paid to the end of Decem
ber.

Mn. OLDIA-M: A permanent office
should not be discharged without prope
notice, except for mnisbehaviour. In th
quarrel, if there had been ab quarrel, bec
tween those two officers, who was respor
siblet The sub-accountant pieced th
case before the Minister before coming t
him (Mr. Oldham) or any other membe
of the House. The Minister inquirei
into the charges and said, "Go back VA
your work." The chief accountant saii
to the sub-accountant, "No; you will no
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be allowed to take up your duties." The
papers would prove every word of this.
The chief accountant defied both the
Under Secretary and the Minister. The
aub-accountant immediately went back to
the Minister, and said, "I am not a]-
lowed to take up my duties." Was he
not sent back upon a second occasion and
told, "You go at once and take up your
duties ;" and did he not sit for six weeks
in that. office, drawing his salary and
never doing any work? Who was the
party guilty of insubordination-the, chief
accountant or the sub-accountant?

THE Pnsmna: The Minister would look
into all that.

THE DIRECTR OF PUBLIC WORKS
Why did not the hon. member let him
(the Minister) reply to that question he
put?7

AIR. OLDHAM: What question?
THE DIRECTOR: The question put and

withdrawn; question No. 1 of the 4th
October.

MR. OLDHAM: No question with re-
ference to this case had been withdrawn
by him. He believed that one day he
had a question on the Notice Paper, and
it lapsed, as hie was not in the House. In
the absence of any promise that justice
would be done to this officer, the motion
would be pressed to a division. He would
not deal with other remarks he had made,
and which had been ignored by the
Minister, as to an inquiry being wanted on
the ground thait people had been paid
twice.

THE Panrn: That would be inquired
into, if the hon. member would give par-
ticuaara.

MRs. OLDHAM: flat he wanted the
House to take into consideration was
whether this officer had not carried the
case before the head of the department,
whether he was not sent back to his du-
ties, whether he was not prevented from
performing those duties, and, if so,
whether there was not insubordination of
the most flagrant kind on the part of the
chief accountant.

Tim DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
Inquiry bad already been made.

Question put, and a division being called
for, it was taken with the following re-
su:-

Ayes
Noes

... .. ... 11

... .. ... 12

Majority against ... 1

Ayes.
Mr. Conolly
Air. Holmnes
M r. Illisgworth
ir. Leake

Mr. Moran
Mi. Oats
Mr. Oldhamn
Mr. Solomon
MAr. Wilson
Mr. Wood
Air. Quinlan

(Taller)

Si onNoes.
Si onForrest

Air. Harper
Mr. Highamn
Mr. Bubble
Mr. Kingsmill
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Locke
Mr Monger
Mr. Morgans
Mr. Pennefather
Air. Piesse
Mr. A. Forrest

(Teller)
Motion thus negatived.

MOTION: RAILWAY SURVEY, BUSSEL-
TON TOD QINDALTJP.

1Mn. LOCKE (Sussex) moved-
That, in the opinion of this House, the

Government sbould consider the advisability of
arranging for a trial railway survey between
Busselton and Quindalup.
He apologised for not having introduced
this motion earlier in the season; but it
was due to the settlers in the Sussex dis-
ti-ict that this House should have some
idea of the country which he had the
honour to represent. He had presented a
memorial to the Premier from small
farmers in the district, asking that a sur-
vey should be made for a small line of
ratiway to connect Busselton and Quin-
dalup, and that the survey should I e id
during the recess.

MR. LEAnE: Were there any engineering
difficulties?

MIR. LOCKE: That point would be re-
ferred to in his remarks. The district
south of the Vasse was peculiarly sitn
ated, inasmuch as there were a number of
small settlers, and the country was low-
lying land of a character suitable for
growing potatoes and onions. The road
wvas heavy and sandy along the swamps,
and settlers were put to great expense in
gctting their produce to market. The dis-
tance between the two places was about
fifteen miles, and this railway wold con-
nect Busselton with the important centre
of Quindalup. A railway along this route
would be very inexpensive to construct,
the ground being level and sandy ; and
there would be no compensation to nay for
land, because the line would run along the
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boundary of a. block abutting on the road.
Ye compensation would be asked; and no
large station buildings would be required,
such as had been erected in some other
places, for all that would be needed would
be. just a line of railway, and, perhaps, a
ramp where settlers could run their
"spuds" and onions for loading on the
train.

Ma. MORGANS: One train a fortnight?
Inh. LOCKE:- One train a day, would

do. It was costing about £1,000 a mile
to make a. road, and that. sum would al-
most make a railway. The settlers did
not ask to be compensated for the land;-
they did not ask for elaborate stations;
and they simply wanted a line of railway
from Busselton to Quindalup.

MR. fluNowoRTH: HOW Many creeks
were there?

MR. LOCKE: One small creek, called
Molloy's ditch. It was dug out by
Colonel Molloy, to drain the swamp, many
years ago. Most of the potatoes and
onions used in the colony were brought
from this part of the country, and there
was any amount of lend under cultivation,
and more Would be tal'en up if a, railway
were made. The settlers did not hold big
areas, hut had small farms. of 40 to 100
acres, and there were some 300 farms
that wvould he benefited by this small,
cheap line- 16,849 acres were held at
present, and some 6,000 or 7,000 acres
were uinder conditional purchase, and
there were many more thousands of acres
available for settlement ;in fact, there
was room for thousands of farmners. in the
district. At Quindalup, where Mr. Yel-
verton's land was situated, the estate had
lately been taken over by an English com-
pany having a capital of £90,000, and
they were arranging to build a railway
about 1.5 miles long, from Quindalup to-
wards lirridnle. They pro-osed to send
away some 40,000 loads of jarrab to Enx-
land annually. All this timber would
pasgs over this railway he now prorosed,
and would save the expense of building
a mile of jetty. The railway for the tim-
ber company and the line ho asked the
Government to build would togrether open
up some 30 miles of country for settle-
ment. Even the timber traffic would pn-
the smnall expens~e of this railway : and
if the company did not send away 40,000
loads of timber, the company's business
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would not pay, though the manager, M
Velverton, was confident that the con
pany would exceed that quantity. B,
sides the timber trade and the ether pro
duce of the district, which would ce
tainly he sufficient to make this rajlws
pay, the Karridale company were buildir
a railway from Cape Leeuwin to withi
seven miles of the Margaret, which ;vi
about half wray between the Vasse am
Hamelin, These three lengths of rai
way would thus open the country bt
tween the Vrasse and the Leeutwin, excel
only a few miles, and would mab
a large area of good country available fP
settlement. The Commissioner of Crov
Lands had a report on the land in thi
district, and would know how good it wa
Theis railway from Busselton to Quindalt
would be absolutely reproductive from t1
start, as the expense would be trifling at
the returns would be big. Th~e ms
coaches between the Vasse and Karrida
ran every day, carrying far more passe:
gers at present than the coaches had ca
ried between Bunbury and "/asso. befoi
the Vasse railway was built.

Ho-z. S. BuarT: How many coachesA
Mait. LOCKE: A four-horse coach evei

day.
Tha Panmxart: Starting both Ways at tI

some tunel
Mln. LOCKE: Going out one day and r

turning the next Before the Bunbm
railway was built to the Vasse, the coa(
traffic along the route was about the soam

MR. Lssxz: Would not the railway di
turb a well-establi shed industry?

MR. LOCKE: No. Any hon. membe
who were doubtful would be welcome
go down there, and he would he glad1
drive them over the country, so that thi
could see what the land could produce, at
they could also see the timber. This ra'
way would be absolutely one of the me
profi table thart had been built in the cc
onoy, and he hoped the Government,
their wisdom, would try to make at cbei
railway to open up this country.

MR. CONOLLY (Dundas) seconded tI
motion, and congrattulated himself on heii
able generally to support his hon. frien
This line would open up a considerable pc
tioa of good, profit able country, and in t
probability would assist settlement on ti
land. Excellent work had been done
the colony by timber companies, at
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many of them had constructed railways,
thus assisting materially in the develop-
ment. of the country adjoining their lines.

TEEn PREMIER (Bight Hon. Sir J.
Fcrrest) : Unfortunately the motion could
not be acceded to. The mover (Mr.
Locke) knew how willingly that would
have been done 'if it were possible. He
(the Premier) sympathised with the hon.
member, and with the inhabitants of the
district; for people in localities which it
was not possible to provide with railways
felt the disabilities under which they
laboured, in the lack of proper means of
transit and of getting their produce to
market, which were enjoyed by others in
more favoured localities. No doubt such
a knowledge tended to make people dis-
satisfied, owing to their being unable to
compete with producers elsewhere. But
it was impossible, in existing conditions,
to build railways in localities unless the
tines would pay; and, after all, the peo-
ple of Quindalup were not so badly off as
night have been gathered from the hon.
member's speech, inasmuch as they had
water communication. The Government
had built a jetty there, from which pro-
duce could be sent to Fremantle and
other places ; and the road the hon. mem-
ber referred to between Busselton and
Quindalup was not so bad as that lead-
ing out of Esperance, but was a. fairly
good road. It must Also be remembered
that the timber the hon. member hoped
to he able to bring from Quindalup did
not grow there. Timber was there once,
but clearing had proceeded for a consider-
able distance inland, and Anyone wishing
to put down a railway would take it direct
int5- the timber country, and would not
go so far round as Quindalup. Liniwing
the older portion of the community there,
who were all deserving colonists, he svm-
pathised with them, in that while they
had all the responsibilities they had not
the advantages enjoyed by persons having
a railway communication; still, in exist-
ing- conditions, he regretted he could not
support the bon. member in this motion.
The matter having been brought before
the House, be asked the hon. member to
consider whether he would not be serving
his own interests and the interests of his
constituents by asking leave to withdraw
the motion.

MR. MORGANS (Coolgardie): If the
hon. member would carry the motion to
a division, he would support him, being
"astrong advocate for developing this
country by means of railways. A good
caue had been made out for Quindalup,
which apparently produced potatoes and
onions in large quantities. Cheap rail-
ways should be constructed in such dis-
tricts, and it appeared that the nature of
th3 ground in this locality rendered a
cheap line possible. The motion had a
good chance of passing, and it was for
the hon. member to say whether he would
divide the House

MR. KINOSMILL (Pilbarra) supported
tin motion. For some years, he had been
personally acquainted with the district.
This railway, when constructed, would
open a large area of agricultural country,
and would have this advantage over other
railways, that it would tap not only the
country ia which it would lie, but the
country within the radius of a private
line which was about to be constructed,
some 15 miles to the south of Quindalup.
The Government, by being able to tap
the latter tract of country free of charge,
would be in a most enviable position.
The line would be immensely advanta-
geous to a number of small settlers: and
small settlers were the wealth of any
country, and the men who ought to be
encouraged. If the hon. member pushed
the matter to a division, he would give
him support. If not, it was regretable
that the circumstance of the country
would not enable the Government to as-
sent to the motion.

Ma. MORAN .(East Coolgardie): In
the last days of the session, it was a
pleasure to see hon. members rushing
into a vigorous policy of railway build-
ing. However, he would not be a croaker,
and would vote for this line to encourage
the growers of potatoes and onions, which
were desirable and scarce commodities
on the goldflelds. The time had arrived
in the colony for the construction of light
agricultural railways. In other countries
such lines, with engine and rolling stock
complete, could be built at the cost o6E800
a mile. In this colony the work could be
done for £900 per mile at the outside.
Thu construction of heavy-gauge spur
lines should be abandoned in the colony.
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1 light railway between Busselton and
Quindalup could be built for £,12,000.

Mat. WILSON (Canning): In this mat-
ter private enterprise could be utilized
profitably for the country, and probably
for the company. Let the timber com-
pany build a railway to the Vasse, to
carry the 40,000 loads of timber referred
to. He regretted that, under the cir-
cumstances, be could Dot support the
motion, although he was most desirous
of seeingy this colony opened up in every
way, and every chance given to those
who resided in that district.

Mn. LOCKE (in reply): After the re-
maiks of the Premier, he wished to with-
draw the motion. Hle believed that pos-
sibly lie could carry it, but he was not
going to try. The Premier made men-
tion od there being no timber at Quinda-
Iup; but the righthon. gentleman hardly
meant that, because it would be a, serious
statement to, make.

Tnsw PREMIER: Down at the beach, be
meant.

MR, LOCKE: The railway was advo-
cated by him on behalf of the settlers and
small farmers ; but, as an advantage
which would be derived in the shape of
freight and other things, he, had men-
tioned that the company could bring all
their timber over this line in preference
to shipping it at Quindalup, where there
were no jetty facilitie. It would, ho
contended, be a paying concern to the
Government, and an advantage to the
company as well. Perhaps during the
recess the Premier might be able to go
there himself, and possibly see the advisa-
bility of ti railway being made. TLnm
the Premier might alter his mind, atd
do what was suggested without a ieco'a-
mnenda-tion from this House.

Mn., OLDHAM1 (North Perth): In the
face of the expressions of opinion which
had fallen from members of the House,
he was surprised that the member for
Sussex intended to withdraw the motion.
It was evidently the intention, of
members to, support the motion;
and the member for Sussex had shown n
extremely good cage for his district, hav-
ing proved that the line would be payable
from the outset, not only fromt an amrr-
cultural point of view, hut na regarded~
the timber industry. He did no( think
the hon. member wasg doing justice to his

constituents in withdrawing the motion.
It was not altogether necessary that 'we
should go to s, large expenditure in the
matter. He presumed a. survey had
been made.

TE Dianaron op Puc Wo~iss
No. The motion was for a survey.

Ms.fR OLDHAM: He thought the mo-
tionl was for the construction of a railway.
The House had come to the conclusion
that no, more surveys should be under-
tak-en during the reces5; and a it wag
not wall to go, beyond the dictum of the
House, he did not see how he, could now
follow the mover. Still, the hon. mem-
ber had made out an extremely good
case, from an agricultural point of view,
and should test the feeling of the House.

THE SPEAKER: T was very unusual
to oppose the desire of a, member to
withdraw a motion which he had brought
forward, though circumstances might oc-
cur in which the H1ouse auight refuse to
allow aL motion to be withdrawn.

Ma. OLDHAM: There was no neces-
aity to depart from the usual custom.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

APPROP'RIATION BIL PRACTICE AS
TO ANtENDIQTNT.

STATEMENT BY THE sPEAKER.

THE SPEAKER, in announcing that the
Legislativb Council had agreed to the
Appropriation Bill without amendment,
said: I think it is only my duty to manke
a few remarks with reference to the sug-
gestion sent by the Upper House last
night, asking us to make an amendment
in this Bill. I have looked up the ques-
tion to-day in May's Parliamentary
Practice, and I see that even this Hfouse
itself canno t amend an Appropriation
Bill. An Appropriation Bill 'is merely
brought. in and passed for the purpose of
giving effect to the votes of supply;
therefore, if we cannot make an amend-
ment in an Appropriation Bill, still less,
I think, can the other Rouse do so.

CEM(FUREES ACT AMENDMENT BILL-
LEOISLAT7vE cot xcmt'S AMIENDMENT.

The Legislative Council havingc made
an amendment in the Companies Act
Amendment Bill, the same was new con-
tidered.

[A SEMBLY.] Ceweieries Bill.



Posts and Telegraphs: [27 OCTOBER, 1898.] Proposed Inquiry. 2691

IN COMMITTEE.

At 6.30 p.m. the CIMWRMAN left the
chair.

At 7.30 the CH[AiRmAN resumed the
chair.

MR. SOLOMON moved that the amend-
ment in clause 1, made by the Legislative
Council, be agreed to.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, report adopted,

and a message accordingly transmitted
to the Council.

MUNICIPAL INSTrITIONS ACT AMIEND-
MENT DILL.

LEOUSLATIVE COUNCIL'S FURTHER AflND-
HUNT.

The Legislative Council having agreed
to the amendment made by the Legisla-
tive Assembly by inserting a new clause,
and the Council having made a further
amendment in the clause, the same was
row considered.

THE PREMIER moved that the Coun-
cil's amendment be agreed to.

Put and passed.
Resolution reported, report adopted,

and a message accordingly transmitted
to the Council.

MOTf~ION: POST AND TELEGRAPH AD-
MINISTRATION, CONMSSION OF IN-
QUIRY.

Ma. WILSON (Canning) had given
notice to move the following motion: -

That a Select Committee be appointed to in-
quire into the system and working vf the
Postal and Telegraph Offices, and all branches
under the control of the Postmaster General ;
with power to sit during the recess, and to call
forzpersons and papers.
He said that, in view of the ruling which
had previously been given by the Speaker
on the question of appointing a' Select
Committee to sit during the recess, ho
wished to alter the motion so as to read,
that s. Royal Commission be appointed
for the purpose.

Tim SPEAKER: The hon member could
do this, if no objection were offered by
the Rouse.

Mafi. WILSON accordingly moved the
motion in the amended form he had sug-
gested, and said he was taking a course
which be believed to be in the best in-

terests of the country, and one which
w~ould assist the Government and also
be in the beat interests of the Postmaster
General. Mr. E. H. Wittenoom, when in
charge of this department, wrote to the
Postmaster General in April, 1896, ay-
ing he had decided to engage an expert
from Victoria to advise him as to the
wourking of the Post and Telegraph Ue-
partnient; and hi8 letter concluded by
saying that, in carrying out this view, he
had procured the servies. of Mr. Caldwell,
and hoped the Postmaster General would
afford every facility for looking through
the departments, in order to enable that
gentleman to make a most comprehensive
report, so that if he found the departments
were being worked under the best
methods, the Postmaster General might
receive credit, and, if not, they would be
able to benefit by his suggestiow. This
was exactly the position which he (Mr.
Wilson) took uip to-night, for he was not
here to advocate an inquiry for the bene-
fit of any individual, nor for the express
purpose of attacking the Postmaster
General or any other official; but he be-
lieved an inquiry in this department
would result, at any rate, in no harm,
and most probably in great good to the
country. On page 3 of Mr. Caldwell's re'
port, as afterwards presented, it appeared
that Nx. Wittenoom. said, in a letter
dated 29th April, 1896, in his instruc-
tions to the Postmaster General: "As
far as you can, and where they are an
improvement on ourx own system, you
will see Mr. Caldwell's suggestions are
carried out." This might be taken as
an instruction that the Postmaster Gen-
eral was to act upon the suggestions con-
tained in Air. Caldwell's report, if tbey
were an improvement on the then exist-
ing system. In now, criticising this re-
port, he (.Mr. Wilson) would have to

inquire whether these instructions were
carried out, and whether the'suggestions
Contained in them were ant improvement
on the systemn existing at that time. He
gathered, from information received, that
the recommendations of this Victorian
expert had not yet been carried out, or,
wherever they had been adopted to some
extent, it was in such a way that they
were inoperative, and had not resulted
iii any benefit to the department. Refer-
ring to the report, on pages 8 and 9-and
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what was upright and just; but of course
he (the Premier) was not prepared to say
that every department of that office was
as efficient as the best in other parts of
the world. Hle knew it was an adminis-
trative department. Anyone who took
the trouble to look in at the office any
clay and saw the coming and going of
people, would see there was a great work
going on; even if he judged only from
what he saw in Perth. But we must re-
member that the post and telegraph busi-
ness extended over the whole of this great
country, there being thousands of miles
of telegraph wires and hundreds of offices.
He did not know how many officers there
were, but tbey numbered over a thousand.
All this was administered by the Post-
master General, who received the mnagni-
ficent salary of Z650 per annumn for the
work. This gentk~man should be treated
fairly, and he (the Premier) did not think
the memnber for the Canning (Mr. Wilson)
had treated him fairly, but had tried to
disparage him.

MRs. WumsoN: Nothing of the sort had
been done by him.

THE PREMIER: The member for the
Canning had done so by asking questions.

M%. WILSON: There was a right on his
part to ask questions.

Tun PREMIER: The member for the
Canning had used information given by a
man dismissed by the Postmaster General
for intemperance.

M. Wn~soN: Nothing of the sort.
THE PREMIER: The hon. member did

so. That official was dismissed for in-
temperance, and his reports were made
without being asked for.

MR. ILLINOWORTfI: That waos grossly
unfair.

THE PREMIER : The bon. mnember
(Mr. lllingwvorth) would perhaps hold his
tongue, and speak afterwards. The
member for the Canning had held up to
us the opinions of a man dismissed, after
repeated cautions, for intemperan Ce.

MR. WruSos rose, to a point of order.
He had never held up the opinions of this
map, and had not mentioned him. The
Prcmier was misrepresenting him.

Tim PREMIER: The hon. tnember had
asked for this man's reports. He had
gone to a subordinate, one of the servants
of the department, to obtain information

Iin trying to convict the Postmaster Gene-
ral.

MR. WILSON again rose to a point ef
Forder. He had not gone to any subor-
dishate.

Tax PREMIER: Then the subordinate
had gone tor the hon. member. The

I member for the Canning had listcmed to
subordinates in the Postmaster General's
office, to try to damage the Postmaster
General; and for that reason he (the
Premier) did not quite approve of the way
in which the hon. member had ap-
proached this question.

Ma. LEARn: The member for the Can-
ning did not say a word in disparagement
of the Postmaster General.

THEx PREMIER: Perhaps the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake) would say some-
thing presently. Some members could
not hear him (the Premier) speak, with-
out being like a lot of cockatoos, inter-
fering with what he had to say.

Ma. LEAKE said he wished the Premier
would not lose his temper.

TER PREMIER replied that be was not
losing his temper. He had nothing to
hide in regard to this matter. The more it
was criticised and the more the improve-
ments made, the better he would be
pleased. The Government wanted to
have the service as efficient as possible;
but he did not approve of thewayin which
the bon. member (Mr. Wilson) went about

M.WILSON: The Premier did not

know how he went about it.
THEs PREMIER: The member for the

Canning Listened to this man, who wats
dismissed by the Postmaster General and
was taken on again out of charity.

MR. W]LMON: What about him?
THE PREMIER: It was not a proper

+thing to listen to him, and to bring the
informastion up to this House afterwards.
However, he (the Premier) was not here
to defend the Postmaster General, who
must stand on his own merits. If his de-
partment needed improving, and if he was
not competent to mannage, it, he must "go
to the wall," and he (the Premier) would
be one of the first to say the Postma~ster
General must be superseded by somebody
else ;but he repeated that the Postmaster
GerLeral was one of the best officers we
huil, and one of the most economical. He
devoted all his time and ability to the
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Public service. He (the Premier) had de-
feu~ded him before, and would do so again,
for he was a mani after his own heart,
who desired to do what was right in the
interests of the Government and of the
country. He was; a, loyal sad devoted
servant He (the Premier) repeated that
Ia did not like the way in. which the
matter had been approached. The hon.
member (Mis Wilson) had shown some
animsus to the Postmaster General by
bringing up questions and taking reports
from a. subordinate who received, perhaps,
£120 a year, or something of that sort,
and had been, dismissed, but was taken
on again. at the! request of some of the
clergy, and, after receiving that treat-
ment, went to the hon. member behind
the Postmster General's back, car-
ried tales, and tried to make out some
case against him. He did not like that,
and was here to resent it. Let not the
hon. member get information from sub-
ordinates and then bring it into this
House. Let us ask for inquiries with re-
gard to public departments when matters
came within our knowledge or informa-
tion was derived from some report; but
lot us not seek to injure an officer who held
a, high and honourable position in the
service, by innuendo or reports from a
man who, though he had been kindly
treated, seemed to have been very un-
grateful. He (the Premier) had no ob-
jection to this inquiry, but would assist
the hon. member in having a Commission
appointed.

MRl. WILSON (in reply);. In explana-
tion, and to refute what the right hen.
gentleman had said, he must say he never
had any intention to do injustice to the
Postmaster General. He interviewed the
Postmaster General or this matter, and
they had a. nice conversation 'for a quarter
of an Iwur; the Postmaster General's
parting words being that he would wel-
come an inquiry into his department.
Did that show that the Postmaster Gen-
eral thought he (Mr. Wilson) was attack-
ing him, or wishing to do him an injury?

As long as he held a position in this
House, hue would interview any officer he
liked, and take any action he thought. fit
in the interests of the colony.

TEE PanEms:R Members of the Govern-
nient would express their opinions on it.

MR. WILSON: Certainly; they always
did express their opinions, and were per-
fectly justified in so doing. He did nob
object to that. The right hon. gentle-
man could express his opinion, and ho
(Air. Wilson) could express his. It was
mosit unfair and unjust for the Premier
to talk to this House as he had dqae,
when he (Mr. Wilson) had given way at
his request and had not finished his
speech.

Tax Pasnixa: There was no desire on
his part for the hon. member to give way,
and he might have gone on all night.

Mn. WILSON : The motion was
brought forward eimply because he, be-
lieved remedial measures could be intro-
duced into, the Postal Department. In
his opinion, the department was not on
a proper working footing at the present
time, and he could prove it; but he was
not going to take up the time of the House
to-night. to do so, seeing that the right hon.
gLlitleMstJn was willing to grant the Comi-
mission. he asked for.

TnN PREMIR: This man's reports were
at the bottom of the whole thing.

MR. WILSON: The statements. of Mr.
Caldwell, an expert brought over from
Victoria to report on this department,
were the basis of his opinion.

THE PREIERs: And the hon. member
waited two ye-ars.

Ma. WILSON: Two or three quiota-
tions were made by him, and surely he
had proved his ease.

Twa PaEM]ER: The hon. member had
not proved anything.

MR. LYALL HALJL (Perth):- The
spoeoch of the member for the Canning
(Mr. Wilson) was one which he did not
hiave the pleasure, of hearing.

MaR. RENxxv: The bon. memb~er ought
to have been present.

MR. HALL: Exactly; but he wats not,
as it happened; but he judged from the
remarks made that the member for the
Canning wished to have a. Commission
appointed cia the strengIth of a report
made by Mr. Caldwell, an expert from
Victoria. He happened to know Mr.
Caldwell, who was a very estimiable gen-
tleman. He was a gentleman, every
inch of him; but, as an expert, he (Mr.
Hall) thought him the very last man to
report on such a matter. Mr. CaUdwell
was the brother-in-lawv of the late Deputy
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Postmaster General of Victcris, and that
was the sole reason why he was chosen
by the Deputy Postmaster General of
Victoria. to come over to this COlonly and
give a report; in the belief, which was
very general in the other colonies, that
anything would do for Western Australia.

l(r.Hall) would not attach the least
value to the report of Mr. Caldwell. He
happencd to meet that gentleman when
ho was in Melbourne recently, and they
bad a, talk over post-office work here,
and over Mr, Caldwell's report. Mr.
Caidwell then told 1dm he was not in a
fit state of health to pay attention to
postal matters here, and that in fact he
found he was suffering from some trouble
of the brain at the time; and he could
not give the report which he would like
to have supplied. If this inquiry was
held, the Postmaster General would pro-
bably come out of it very well. There
was no officer in the public service, who
was a better servant to, the country than
Mr. ShelL. [Tna Panumsa: Hear, hear.]
le could only express the surprise he
felt some few months ago when he
learned that the salary of this officer, who
had so much work to do, was the paltry
sum of £650 a yea~r.

MR. LEAKE (Mhbany) said he merely
rosFe to pour a little oil a-n the troubled
waters, It wvas a, pity that when a. mo-
tion was introduced in moderate lan-
guage, such as that used by the, member
for the Canning, the mover of it should
be so unfortunate as to raise the ire of
the Premier.

Tim Panz'naa said ha was here to defend
public officers when they were good men.

Ma, LEAKE: No doubt the right hon.
gentleman was here to defend public
officers, but not until they were attacked.
There was no attack made by the mem-
her for the Cananing. Indeed, if there
bad been, he (Mr. Leake) thought he
would have been among the first to re-
sent it. There was nothing in these re-
ports which reflected any personal dis-
credit whatever on the Postmaster Gen-
era] ; but there was sufficient to justify
an inquiry. The member for the Can-
ning referred to a report made by an ex-
pert.

Tns PREMIER: And it took two years
to do it.

MR. LEAKE: The services of that ex-
pert were secured by the right hon. gen-
tleman.

TasE PRwiua: No.
Ma. LEAKE: A n expert whose efforts

he now sought to disparage.
Tns PREMIER: The services of the ex-

pert were not secured by him.
MR. LFAKE : The Government se-

cured his services.
TuE PREuM: No; it was a depart-

mental matter.
Ma. LEAKE: The Premier did secure

his services, because the Premier of
course was the head of the Government,
and nothing, could be done by the Govern-
ment without the sanction of the hed;
therefore be did secure the services of
this expert.

Tim PmIE: Nothing was said
against it by him.

MR. LEAKE: And following the in-
variable practice when an expert was ob-
tained, the right hon. gentleman pro-
ceeded immediately to disparage the
efforts of that expert.

Tim PREaMIER: What did he (the Pre-
mier) say?

MR. LEAKE: It was not a matter of
astonishment to him that the right hon.
gentleman had forgotten all he said when
on his feet, because there was such undue
warmth, and in his cooler moments the
Premier never wvould have thought of
saying half he did say. It ivas because
the right hon. gentleman showed so much
warmnth that he (Mr. Leake) sough t to pour
a little oil ona the troubled waters, and to
prevail upon the, Premier to next session
discuss the question dispassionately and
quietly, and with becoming dignity, and
not fly into a paion when a, harmless
gentleman like his friend on the left
(Mr-. Wilson) ventured to express an un-
biassed opinion upon matters of great
public interest. The member for the
Canning was to be commended for what
he bad done.

Question put and passed.

MOTIlON: PTNJARtIIAH-MARRADONG
RAILWAY CONSTUCTION.

BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE.

Ma. MONGIER (York) moved:.
That this House, reeognising the necessity

for the early construction of the Pinjarrah-
Marradeng railway, do authoris the Govern-
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ment to enter lnto negotiations with persons
interested in the development of the agricul-
tural anid timber resources of that district toD
build the line, or part thereof, under the fol-
lowing general conditions: --(a) That the rail-
way be conatnicrted according to Government
survey and specifications. (b) That the Go-.
vrmment have a right to purchase the railway
at any time, at cost price, on giving siu months'
ntice, (c) That the general public shall have
use of the railway.
He had first to express his regret at the
absence of the member for the Murray
(Mr. George), whose duty it would have
been to bring this motion forward, had it
not been for sickness. A little wore than
two years ago, the Government asked
niern bars to support a proposal for the sur-
vey of a railway from Pinjarrab to Marra-
dong (Williams district); and the sup-
port usually given to anythinig the Gov-
ernnment. asked for was forthcoming on
tha., occasion. The Premier, in speak-
ing to the question when introducing his
budget speech, said:-

We hope these surveys will be finished before
the end of the financial year, and that when
we next meet it will be, possible for us to go
on with this work out of currant revenue; but
we cannot make any promise with regard to
thet, as all will depend upon the amount of
money required after the surveys are made,
and also upon the money then available for the
work. At the same time, the Government
hope that, when this House. meets after the
general election, it will be found possible to
proceed with the work of conytruction.
On the strength of the remarks made by
the Premier, certain people took up large
timber areas in the locality through which
this line would pass, and paid very fair
rents. Owing to the difference in the
financial position of the colony now as
compared with what it waa at the time
th~s line of survey was agreed upon, the
Government found they were unable to
take- the responsibility of constructing
this railway. This was the only sugges-
tion, which had ever come before the
House wherein any company or syndicate
proposed to construct a, railway without
asking for some big concession, If he
we're asking the Government to give a big
grant of land in consideratioql of this
sinall line being constructed, he could
understand there would be considerable
opposition; but he asked for nothing to
which the Government or any member
could take, the slightest exception. The
3ioiC would be built in accordance with the

LUcvernment plans and specifications; the
Government could purchase it at cost at
aad' time; and the public would have the
right to use the railway in accordance
wit'i arrangements which the Government
might enter into with the company.

Mn. -MORGANS (Goolgardie) seconded
the mbztion, and endorsed the views ex-
pressed by the mover. Every hon. mem-
ber would agree with the spirit of the
motion, inasmauch as it did not bind the
Government to anything except an ab-
stract principle. This section of the
country, he understood, was a. valuable
one, and contained some important tim-
ber concessions, on which there was, as
he was told, soine of the best timber in the
country. Every member would prefer,
if it were possible, to see this railway con-
structed at once, and by the Government;
but knowing that the Government had
determined, in view of the present finan-
cial coiidition of the colony, not to under-
take the construction of any more rail-
ways at the present time, and in view of
the fact that it was the desire of the, Gov-
ernment and of every member that facili-
ties should be given to persons holding
timber concessions in the country to de-
velop them;- also in view of the fact that
the motion did not do more than acknow-
ledge a, principle which all members of
this House desired to see carried out, he
did not think any hon. member would ob-
ject to the motion. The fact that the
motion invited proposals to construct this
railway on plans and specifications ap-
proved by the Government, and that the
railway would be for the use of the public
as well as for the timber companies,
while the Government would also he
in a position to purchase the railway at
cost price upon giving aix months' notice,
there should not be the slightest objec-
tion to passing the motion. It was un-
doubted that the timber in this district
could not be brought to market without
the construction of & railway ; and, in view
of the fact that the holders of timber con-
cessions in the district were paying rents
for the land they held, and were prepared
to find the necessary capital for building
this railway, be felt sure that, in the in-
terests of the country, the Government
should concede every possible facility for
carrying out this important work it
would be observed that the Government
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were not required, under the terms of this
motion, to negotiate with any particular
person for the purpose of constructing
this line; and when anyone ca&me for-
ward offering to carry on the work, tile
Government would take care to have a
proper guarantee of bona fides. The
motion would leave it open to the Govern-
ment to deal with the matter on these
lines; and as the work would not involve
the Government in any expensi , and this
portion of country contained, he was told,
some valuable agricultural land, besides a
great amount of tine timber, the Govern-
ment should do everything they could to
facilitate the carrying out of this work an
the terffis mentioned in the motion. He
would like also that the motion should in-
clude a right for the construction of rail-
ways of this kind in any, other part. of the
colony.

MR. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
This proposal would not have his suoport,
on the ground that those who held the
timber concessions in that particular dis-
trict had the hall at their feet at the pre-
sent timne, for there was no difficulty in the
way of their building a railway for open-.
ing up timber country, without a resolu-
tion from this House to give them a lease
of it afterwards, as this work could be done
in the same way that railways had been
built by other timber companies in vari-
ous parts o-f the colony. The remarks of
the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans)
showed that he did not know anything
about the subject when he said there was
a large amount of agricultural land in the
district; and, knowing the country, he
(Mr. A. Forrest) was aware there might be
a few gardens, but there was no great
amount of agricultural land, and the sole
object of promoting this railway would be
for the conveyance of timber. The hon.
member had also said the motion should
enable railways of this kind to be built in
any part of the colony; but some hon.
members would know that the sole object
of bringing this motion before the Rlouse
was to, float a company at the expense of
this country, because those persons could
do as the Millar Brothers had done, as the
Drakesbrook people had done, and as
others had done, by building a railway to
their timber concessions without any re-
solution of this House, Therefore why
did the persons interested in these timber

concessions want a resolution, in this ii
stance I The argument used was tha
this line would pass through free hol
land; but that difficulty had been got ovt
in other places by paying the ownersc
the land a, small tribute, or buying a stri
of land for a line. Most people in thi
district would be glad to give the land r4
quired for the railWay, without any chargi
so that they might get facilities of tins
sit, and be able to send their producet
market. It looked as if this Hruse, wa
asked to 'Iath6r" this railway, so thn
certain persons might float their conuel
sions into a, company on the strength c
a resolution of this House. Those t.i

gaged in the timber industry knew it we
not necessary to have a6 resolution of thi
House for constructing a line to open thi
timber country.

ATE. MOROANs: Was this the only ol
jection I

MR. A. FORREST: Those who wer
promoting this motion required more th a
was put on the paper, for he believed tha
onu thing they would ask for would b
large reserves of timber: and that befor
they would enter into any undertakin,
they would ask for perhaps 50,000 acre
as a1 timber reserve, in consideration c
building the line.

MR. MoyanaR: The Government coul
refuse to give the land.

Ma. A. FORREST: Why was this mc
tion brought into the House at allI
the hon. member could explain that, h
would be satisfied.

Tas PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. Fmi
rest): This motion, on the face of it, looke,
a. reasonable proposition for giving at:
thority to the Government to enter mnt
negotiations with some persons for build
ing a, railway along the line that had bee
surveyed by the Government. A goo
deal. of money had been spent on tha
work, and the conditions proposed in thi
motion were that the railway should b
constructed according to the Governmen
survey and plans. That looked reasor
able, and, if there was anyone prepare,
to do the, work, he had no doubt it woui:
be in the interests of the country to hay
the work performed; hut this was lik
a great many other things--it was all1
the air, and there was nothing tangibi
about it. There was no one here, so fa
as the House was informed, prepared t,
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do the work, and there was no one pre-
pared to put down any substantial guar-
antee for carrying out the undertaking.

Ma. Mjow3ANS: There was no objec-
tion to the Government having power to
enter into negotiations.

THEs PREMIER: A general power Of
this kind might be given for constructing
railways all over the colony, as had been
suggested; but, as a rule, before railways
were constructed, we wanted a, Bill show-
ing the route, and all necessary formali-
ties sliould be complied with.

Mn. A. FoRREST: This line was only for
timber.

THEi PREMIER: The motion said this
line -was to be constructed according to
the Government survey, and other con-
ditions to be approved by the Govern-
mnent. His idea was nkot to oppose the
motion, but to add something to it;
though, he did not believe much. in it His
opinion was that, as soon as this motion
was passed, he would have a visit, per-
haps to-morrow or the next day, from
some persons-and he had an idea who
they were--wanting some concessions and
asking for other conditions; and if he
were to suggest to then, that a substan-
tial guarantee must be, put down before
anything could be done, the reply would
be that the suggestion was inconvenient.
Having hadl some experience in these mat-
ters, he knew that people were not Willing
to put down any money, if there war, a
chance of its being forfeited. There had
been a. recent experience of this kind in
South Australia, in which there was an
outer Kaibour scheme, for which a de2posit
was required; hut in that case it was
thought to be a, sufficient guarantee if the
undertakears ga-ve, a bond for £25,000, and
that this amount should be taken up in
the bonds of the colony as a. guarantee for
the work-

MR. MORGAN8 It would have been suf-
ficient, if they had deposited the bonds.

Tax PREMI1ER: Ah I but they did nolt
deposit the bonds. 'They merely bought
the bends and held them, and that was
the security! In regard to this motion,
if the additional sug-gestions he ruade
Were added to it, they may be sure, that,
when we came to at deposit of the money,
and had to stipulate that~ the money
would be forfeited if the conditions were
not carried out, there would be difficulty

in coming to terms with anyone who
wanted to carry out this work.

MR. Moxcis said he was quite agree-
able that the Government should make
all necessary conditions&

THE PREMAIER: A person who was
trying to get something through this
House was always prepared to do, any-
thing in order to get the particular mat-
ter passed; but the next thing would be
that ho (the Premtier) would be asked,
perhaps the next day, for some sort of let-
ter stating that the Government were
prepared to enter into an agreement
under the conditions stated in the resolu-
tion, if so and so were done. This letter
would be carried to London. in the next
steamer, and would be'there made use of
in trying to finance this railway and the
timber concessions. Perhaps no harm
would be done; but we knew, a~t any rate,
that the capital would have to be larger
than the actual cost of the work. Still,
he would be prepared to support the mo-
tion, if the following words were added to
sub -soetion (c), to read thus: -

And the general coonditions, so far nis practic-
able, to be similar to those contained in the
agreement With Messrs. Millar Brothers in re-
gard to the Trorbay railway, and with the Can-
ning Jarrab Company's railway.
Also that a flew sub-section be added, as
follows: -

(d) That a reasonable deposit, as a guarantee
of bona fides, be insisted on.

If the House would pass the motion with
these additions, it would then he for the
Government to give no letters, but say
they were prepared to enter into an
agreement on the conditions stated in. the
resolution, and subject to aL reasonable de-
posit as a, guarantee, to be forfeited if
the conditions were not complied with;
so that anyone who, might intend to enter
into this matter, if a resolution ware
passed, would not come to him to ask for
a-nything, Unless it was to, enter into an
agreement and make the necessary de-
posit. He formally moved the additions
to the motion which he, had indicated.

MR. EWING (Swan) : This motion
orpened up a, vexed subjeut, and the ques-
tion which the House had to consider was,
whether it was desirable that railways
should be constructed by the Government
or by private enterprise, for he und erstood
the particular proj ect was for constructing
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a railway by privae enterprise. The past
policy of the Government in regard to
this question had been & good one, and
the Government had almost pledged
themselves, in the construction of nation-
al work, against private enterprise, this
being shown particularly in. the speeches
of the Premier.

THE PREMIER: Mlain trunk lines , he had
said.

A. EWING: In the debate on the
Coolgardie water scheme, the policy of
the Government was seen very distinctly
in regard to, works of national impor-
tance; and it did appear as if the'Gov-
erment had grasped the situation, and
seen the desirability of conistruoting good
national works, such as railways, tele-
graphs, and water-works, so far as might
be, at the expense of the State, without
opening the door to private enterprise.
If the Government could not construct
such works, then let the country wait
until they could.

Ma. MORAN: By n16 means.
MR. EWING: Notwithstanding what

hon. mnembers might say on this mat-
ter, it was a. bad and dangerous principle
to allow private persons to construct
publie railwaysa in Western Australia,.

MR. MORANa: Why not prevent them
from doing anything?

Mit. EWING: It was most undesirable
to allow any portion of our railway sys-
tem to get into private hands. As the
Premier had pointed out in the past, ari.
ous difficulties had resulted from private
companies being allowed to enter into
speculations of this kind, whether on the
land-grant system or not.

MR. MOvGER: Evidently the hon. mem-
her had not read the motion.

MaR. EWING said he had read and
thoroughly understood the motion. No
doubt it was the intention of the mover
to grant to certain persona the right to
consitruct a, railway; and, if such right
were granted in the Murray district,' a
similar concession might reasonably be
asked in any other district. [MnR.
MORJAN: Rfear, hear.] If that were so,
how was, it that when the memiber for
flundas (Mr. Conolly) brought in a mio-
tion to permit of the construction of the
Esperance-Noreinan, railway by private
enterprise, the Government, and some
bon. memblers who were now tho most

enthusiastic in support of the motion bi
fore the House, had voted against tha
motion I

Ma. MoRA.N: They were influenced b
political reasons on the former occasion.

MR. EWING: Political reasons shoul
intt be allowed to interfere with questioni
of right and wrong. What was wren
for the Dundar, electorate was wrong fe
the Mlurray electorate; and when th
member for the Mfurray (Mr, George
voted against that motion, be miust, to b
consistent, vote against a similar motio
in respect of his own electorate. AlmoE
every member in the House, including th
Ministry, had repeatedly expressed th
desire to keep the railways of the countr
in the hands of the people. He (Mxi
Ewing) would always support that policy
and the day when private enterprise wa
allowed on any terms whatever to car
struct railways in Western Austrsalig
other than private railways, would be
sad day for the country, for such line
wculd have to be purchased by the Goi
ernment at some future date.

A. CosoLtY: Provision was nmade fe
that.

Ma. EWING: Provision was made ic
buying back at a valuation; but all wer
aware that, when it was sought to buy
.railway, it would be found that it had COE
a, fabulous sum. We knew what it cot
to buy the Albany railway-much mor
than it would have cost to build it.

MR. MoRA-s: No option of purchas
had been provided for, in that case.

Ma. EWING. Yet the country was sul
posed to have given a reasonable pric
for the Albany railway.

Mn. MORAN: A niost unreasonabi
price.

MR. EWING: There was, always a dill
eulty in finding out how much a. railwa
had cost. It was, possible to, prove the
a railway cost almost any sum.

Ma. MORAN: Not at all1. Suich line
were built under Government aupervisior
and proper accounts were kept.

MaE. EWVING: It was, not clear wher
the hom. member got his, informatio

froin; but the Goveranment lied undoul
tedly been right in the past in opposin
motions of this kind.

MA. MONGER: No similar motion ha.
ever been before the Rouse.

(ASSEMBLY.] Vrivate Enterlirise.
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Mis. EWING: The motion for the con-
struction of the Esperance-Norseinan line
was a, similar one.

MR. MoRAX: Very different.
MRs. EWING: Hon. members interject-

ing %iere apparently in faliour of this
motion; but they had voted against the
proposal for the construction of Lb6 Es-
perance line by private enterprise. Why
did the Ministry1 who voted against that
proposal, favour the motion now before
the House? He asked the Premier
whether what was good for the Murray
district was not good for the people of
Eaperance? If there were vested interests
in the Murray district, surely there were
similar interests in the Esperance dis-
trict; and if there were such interests. in
the Murray district as would compel the
Government to. depart from their past
policy, surely a similar departure was
even more justifiable to save Esperane
from destruction?

THE Pams:. From what destruction?
From the fact that they could not get a
railway?

Mn. EWING declined to go into that
question. The Premier knewv well that
the refusal of the railway meant practical
annihilation to Esperance.

THE PREmIER: -Why? That was non-
sence. The Esperance people wanted the
Government to borrow money to build
their line for them.

Ma. EWING: If the Premier had not
ait last grasped the consequence of the re-
fusal of a railway to E sperance, it was
impossible to make him understand the
subject now.

MR. MiORGANS: T7he hon. member (Mr.
Ewing) had disapproved of the Espernnce
railway.

MRs. EWING said he had disapproved of
its construction by private enterprise. as
he disapproval of the constructition of
any railway by urivate enterprise.

Tat PaniRen: Railwa-ys were built
every day in the colony by private enter-
prise, in connection with the South-
Western Railway system.

Mis. EWING said he was aware there
was an Act in this colony which em-
powered people to apply to the dommis-
sioner of Railways for leave to construct
private, lines, and the provisions of that
measure had been taken advantage of by,
timber companies.

Tim Pitummfl: There was no such Act,
so far a-s he was aware.

Mna. EWING: It was called the "Tramn-
ways Act." He waj about to make an ap-
lication to the Minister under that very
Act; consequently, he knew that any com-
pany could get a provisional order from
the Commissioner for the construction of
a private line of railway, upon terms ap-
proved by the Minister; and the proce-
dure was that the Government, during
the next session after the ranting of such
order, brought in~A Bill to approve of the
enterprise.

MR. LEAn:. And Parliament could re-
ject the measure.

Mn. EWING: Undoubtedly; still
there was ample machinery now in exist-
ence for the construction of such lines.
With regard to lines on private lands, the
system was unobjectionable ; but it was
most, undesirable to have any public line
of railway in the hands of a, private com-
pany.

THE Passuna: There were many such
lines already.

Ma. EWING: Only two lines had been
constructed on this principle in the
colony.

Tnx Pannisa: There were half a dozen
now.

Ma. EWING: There were only. two
public lines constructed by private enter-
prise. The Premier had seen fit to do
away with one, tfiei Great Southern Rail-
way ; and if he could also, see his way to
abolish the Midland Railway Company,
he would be conferring an inestimable
benefit on the country, instead of end es-
vowring to create troubles with regard to
such companies.

THE PREmiER: What about all the rail-
ways between here and Eunbury?

MR. EWING:. All of them were really
private linels, but this motion was to con-
struct what we understood as a. public
railway.

Tat PRimmmnn- What about the 40 miles
of line to Torbay?

Mn. EWING: 'The case of the Canning
Jarrakh Timber Company's line wan abso-;
lutely different., as it was only for the
convenience of a private company, to
carry their timber,

Tatm PREmIER: Not only.
MR. EWING: Here was a railway, as

to which the Premier had decided that
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when the Government could build the
line, it should do so in the interests of
the country. This was. in every sense a
public line, just as muchL as the railway
to the Collie was, and just as muck as the
railway to Bridgetown was; and mem-
bers admitted the undesirability of con-
structing these railways by private en-
terprise.

TDo Pamirs: Every line had to carry
goods for the public. The Canning
Jarrah line did.

MR. EWING said he was aware of that.
The Premier did not seem to know there
was a TIramways Act in existence. The
Commissioner of Railways had power to
impose the condition that these lines
should carry goods for the public as well
as their own goods&

Tins ATTORNEY Gsysaa": At a fixed
rate.

Ma. EWING: That was the only con-
dition stipulated.

Tn3 PansiBR : What was the, difference
between a tramnway and a, raiilway?

Mn. EWING; Very little indeed. Hon.
members who voted against the construc-
tion of the Norseman to Esperauce line
by private enterprise should consistently
vote against the motion before the House.
The member for Coolgardic had said that
we -&ere committing ourselves to aL prin-
ciple. That was so, and if we authorised
the construction of this line by private
enterprise, how could we refuse to au-
thorise the construction of numberless
other lines, which were wanted all over
the country, by private enterprise?
There were numbers of places in the
colony which required private railways,
so that if anty hon. member brought up
the question in the future, of the con-
struction of any line in the colony by pri-
vate enterprise, the Government must
support that motion. Hle (Mr. Ewing)
did not think they would. He believed
the Government were distinctly commit-
ted to the State control of railways, and
he hoped the timte was far 'distant when
we would find a. Ministry in powver in this
country in favour of any other principle.

Ma. LEARE (Albany) said he intended
to support the motion, and also, the
Amendment. It was not often he could
congratulate the Government on any-
thing, but he did so on this occasion, and

hi'congratulation was based on th
knowledge that at length. the Coven
went bad become enlightened, and ha
adopted the proposal that had been pei
sistently advanced by the Opposition fc
some years past, for the encouragemer
of private enterprise. In this motic
the Government, he was happy to Hai
had at length seen the necessity for Lb
encouragement of private enterpris
when it was reasonable, as it was in thi
instance. .The member for the Swa
(Mr. Ewing) was quite consistent in th
views he had expressd, because, througi
out the debates on these questions, tb
hon. member had always declared he we
altogether opposed to the constructionc
railways in any circumstances, or in an
places, by private enterprise. Most
those on the Opposition side had been i
favour of the encouragement of privat
enterprise, a-nd he, was glad that at lI&
the Government willingly put the thi
end of the wedge into the log. This we
one of the pleasing little episodes of tb
session, and it was a triumph for ib
principles which the Opposition 'had 1wi
no opportunity of advocating. Thisa rfi
way noo doubt was intended to open u
the timber country and the agriculture
country which existed between Pinjarra
and Mlarradong. The motion merel
suggested thiat, inasmnuch as the Covers
ment had to abandon the construction (
this line, any persons who were willin
to construct it should do so, but that thee
persons should be guided, in their coy,
struction, by the plans and specification
and methods which the Goveramer
might dictate. So long as the publi
interest was protected, as it was sough
to be protected in this case, by right c
purchase at cost price, and further, tha
no proposal would be entertained unleF
there was a substantial deposit by way c
bana fides, he thought we should be satii
fled. In passing a motion of this kin a
we were not bound down rigidly to th
strict letter of the. motion, but it w
indicative of the opinion of the House
and, whilst it authorised the Covernmen
to enter into such agreement, that c
course contemplated such astreement sut
sequesitly would be affirmed and al
proved by Parliament.

Turn PaEMmhR: That was not go- I
wouild tie their hands Altogether.

LASSEMBLY.] Primle Enterprise,
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MR. LEAKE: That might or might not
be. In giving a large concession of tis
kind, Parliament was invariably con-
sulted, and he should not be surprised
that the Ministry of the day would, when
an agreement was proposed, say, "We will
recommend this proposal for the ap-
proval. of Parliament."

Ma. MORGANS: This work would cost
only X50,000.

TEM PaEIERa We might as well have
an agreement submitted to the House at
once.

Ma. LEAKE said be did not ash for a
pledge from the Government in this in-
stance, that Parliamentary sanction should
be obtained for this particular railway. He
was satisfied if this line could be built by
anybody, and the Governm ent ran no risk,
but could take it over at cost price when
the time came. We wanted to develop
our timber resources and our agricul-
tural. resources, and the best way to
do that was to offer facilities for
traffic, and he (lAfr. Leaks) would never
block private enterprise;. his desire was to
assist in that direction. He had been con-
sistent, he thought, in advocating this
principle, and he was not prepared to de-
part from it now. He -was told there were
extensive forests and large areas of agri-
cultural land along the route of this pro-
posed railway. Indeed, the Pinjarrab-
MAarradong railway was proposed in the
House by the Government on that ac-
count; and since the Government could
not build the railway themselves, there
could be no harm in allowing other people
to build it, As the member for York
pointed out, people had been induced, by
the resolution which was passed by the
House as to, this survey, to. take up timber
areas in the district; and if ithad notbeen
thought this railway would be built, those
people would not have taken up land and
incurred an annual expenditure. It would
be rather hard if one day Parliament said
there was going to he a railway which
would enable people, who proposed settl-
ing, to get their stuff to market, and then
when land rents had been received from
these people, turned round and said the
Government had changed their minds, and
were not only not going to build the rail-
way, but would not allow the people them-
selves to do so. This proposed line would,
for ax consinderable time, be nothing more

than a timber line, and it had been recog-
nised that each concessionaire had a right
lo build a, tramway to connect his forest
with the trunk line. In allowing this line
to be constructed by private enterprise,
Parliament would only be following up a
principle already recognised, with the dis-
t'inction, perhaps, that whereas the, Govern-
ment had already affirmed the necessity
for building this line at some future date,
special conditions must be imposed, by
providing that the Government survey
must be followed, so that if in years to
come the line were taken over by the State
it would be found constructed in the direc-
tion and in accord with the Government
plant He could not agree with the mem-
ber for the Swan (M. Ew -ing) that there
was ample power given in the Tramnways
Act. He (Mr. Leaks) did not say that the
Tramways Act did not authorise the con-
struction of such a line, but the TramwayK
Act was meant to apply to tramways in
towns and suburbs, constructed fcr
the convenience of passengers only. It.
would be a misinterpretation of the term
to extend that Act in the way the hon.
member suggested, and it would ho an
infinitely more cumbrous process to
obtain concessions under the Tramways
Act than in the manner suggested in
this motion, safeguarded as the mo-
tion was. There was the great ad-
vantage in passing this motion that
private persons would be encouraged to
s~pend large sums of money, and thus sup-
ply the labour market when the Govern-
ment found it impossible to do so.

Ma. OILDHAM (North Perth): Whilst
agreeing in the main with every word
uttered by the member for the Swan on the
subject of pnivate enterprise, yet he was
not going to ride the principle to death.
It was now time we understood exactly the
position the country was being placed in,
if the Government were to continue an-
plying that principle to the construction
of ratilways. He would prefer that this
railway should be constructed under the
terms of this motion, subject to alterations
which he would indicate, rather than that
the railway should be constructed under
the Tramways Act. No doubt, the member
for the Swaiiwas right in saying it was
possible this railway could be constructed,
even at the ibsent time, without any ap-
plication to Parliament, if the people were
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prepared to lease the land through which
theo railway would pass. It seemed more
desirable, that, in the event of private rail-
ways being constructed, the agreements
in reference to these railways should he
submitted to Parliamlent before construc-
tion was allowed. He objected to sub-
clause (b) of the motion, and would cer-
tainly vote against it; for in that sub-
clause lay the danger of such concessions.
What would be the coat price I

Ma. MONGER: The Government's price.
Ma. OLDHAM: Nothing of the kind.
MR. Mowers: Certainly.
MR. OLDHAM: Persons could not he

got to construct lines on these terms, and
the member for York displayed a great
deal of innocence if he supposed so. Would
the Premier or the member for York like
to purchase the Midland Railway at the
cost price cit construction?

MR. MosOER: The ins would be pur-
chased at actual cost price.

MR, OLDHAM: The actual cast price
could only be supplied by the people who
construc*ed the lint.

MR. MaOER: Surely the intelligence
of the hon. member could word an amend-
ment to meet the position. Such an
amendment would be accepted.

M. OLDlHAM: The clause required
recasting altogether.

Ma. MORGANS. It was in the hand. of
the Governmient to settle all these points.

M'n. OLDHAM: W-ould the agreement
b- submitted to Parliament I

Ma. MORGANqS: No.
MR. OLDHAM: Then he would vote

against the motion because the country
ought to 1know the arrangement made in
regard to the construction of these rail-
wna. Why was it not left in the hands
of the Government to make arrangements
in regard to the Torbay Company I

Ma. EwiNG: This motion enabled the
Government to make any terms they
chose.

Ma. OLDHAM said he would vote
aigainst every concession for the oonstrue-
Lion of a railway, unless the agreements
were submitted to Parliament.

Mu. MoxoER : An agreement could not
be submitted to-morrow morning, and
Parliament would prorogue in the after-
noon.

MR. OLDHAM: The railway would not
be constructed before Parliament met

again. It would take the promoters a
the intervening time for the necessax
flotation en the London mark,'
They were not prepared to ein
struct the line straight, off, and absorb a
the labour on the market at the presex
tiuje; therefore no harm could be dot
by waiting until the House met again,
order that the Government might Sul
mit the agreement to Parliament. He he
no objection to the principle of the coi
struction of those lines by private ente
prise, so long as the, Government had tt
right of purchase, and that right of Pu
chase was safeguarded.

MR. CONNOn: That was so here.
MR. OLDHAM: It was nothing of tt

kind. The Government were left to malt
any arrangements they liked, and I1
could not agree with the motion.

How. S. BURT (Ashburton):.T
authority proposed to he conferred on tt
Government was to enter into. negotii
tions with persons interested in t0
development of the agricultural and tiu
her resources Of the district, and no othE
persons. He supposed it was intende
the' Government should negotiate wit
the owners of timber country in that loci
lity ; and be wats given to understand thi
some of these timber people were quil
prepared tobuild their own lines, as oth(
companies bad donte, and did not ask an,
thing from the Government except to l
allowed to connect with the Governmerx
line. That did not look unreasonabhi
One would be inclined to ask, if a ma
had property and wished to connect tht
property with the railway, system in ordf
to carry on his traffic in timber, wh
should he not be allowed to do it, as pe(
ple similarly circumstanced were allowed
If lie (Mr. Burt) were correctly informe(
the Government had refused to allow thp
to he done; and therein was, a hardshij
The motion contained the best schem
that could be devised in order to get ovc
the difficulty amongst those people wh
wanted communication with the timbx
countt-y. But, curiously enough, he w
credibly informed that in this case th
Covernent refused to allow the p~eopl
interested to build the line ; and th
question arose, why notI It was atuc
gested, as an answer, that the Covert.
meat were goinar to make a public tin(
to be called the Pinjarrab-Marratdoag lisa
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Then the people asked when this line was
going to be constructed, and the reply was,
"Oh, I do not know." Then the people asked
what they were going tu do in the mean-
time. They had paid thousands of pounds
in rent for the land, and they wantsd to
get to work, and were quite willing to
make the line themselves, asking nothng
in return. Thea again the Government
said: 'No; we are going to do it." Again
the question was "When?" and the reply
came, "God only knows." That was an
awkward position to get into.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: It was riding a prin-
ciple to death.

HON. S. BURT: Then the people said,
"If you won't build your line, and you
won't let us build our line, let us build
your line." Probably it would be sug-
gested that, if there were a good traffic
on that line, the Government would want
to control it. That could be done by pay-
ing- the company the cost of construction.
What was there in that proposition that
could be called unreasonable?

MR. OLDHAm: The'sleepers might be
rotten by that time.

HoN. S. BURT: Was it reasonable for
thc Government to oppose any applica-
tion the company might make to Parlia-
meni. for a private Bill, or for an agree-
ment to construct the line on its own
land, on the plea that the Government
wished to do the work? Was that com-
pany's rent to be taken for years, without
giving it the privilege of building a
private railway. Surely it was reason-
able to say that if the Government, from
want of funds, could not complete the
line, the company should be allowed to

d)so at its own cost, in accordance with
Government specifications mad 0 after an
official survey. If the railway did not
pay, the company would have to keep for
ever an expensive line twice as good as
would serve its purpose. If, on the other
hand, the Government wanted to resume
the line, they could do so at cost price.
That seemed reasonable. Perhaps the
Government would say whether they had
been asked to allow the construction of a
private line in this district without any'
concessions in the shape of land grants.
To refuse such a request would inflict
a great hardship, as the only reason for
the refusal would be that the Government

wished to do the work. But they could
not do it, and. did not know when they
would be able to start; therefore it was
reasonable for the company to be allowed
to build the railway on the Government's
own. terms, and just as the Government
would construct it. Surely it was most
unreasonable, after a company bad taken
up these lands, to refuse them permission
to connect with the State railway, al-
though such permissiou had been given
to other companies; especially when the
Government could resume the line when-
ever it suited them to do so. Once the
liDa was made, if it proved successful, the
Government could take possession of it.
It was not as if a private person were al-
lowved to build a public railway. This
was a private railway, wvhich private peo-
pie wanted permission to build.

MR. DomsanY: Would it be controlled
by an Act?

HON. S. BURT: Yes; Fa won as the
Gusvernment those to take it over.

MR. DoiHESTY: But before I
HoN. S. BURT: Prior to that, it would

simply be a. timber line.
MR. ILLDJOWORTH: There would be

conditions of purchase.
How. S. BURT: Certainly, and no

doubt at cost price. The Government
would estimate the cost, and would pay
so much per mile, not exceeding a cer-
talin sum, the, price to be fixed by the
certificate of the Engineer-in-Chief, whose
estimate was already prepared, A sur-
vey had beer made, and everything
was in readiness for a. start with this line.
When it was plain that these people
simply wanted railway facilities over
their own country, at their own cat and
theit own. risk, surely there could be no
objection to allowing them such facilities.

MRs. KENNY (North Murchison) sup-
ported the motion as proposed to be
amended by the Premier. He was not
favourably disposed towards the con-
struction of the main lines of the colony
hy private enterprise, so long as the Gov-
ernment were in a position to do the
work ; but, in the present state of the
country, the House was to be cornrrtu-
kited on the onnortunity offered by this
motion for the employment of at least a
portion of the surplus labour of the coun-
try. For many years there had been a
strong feeling against Private enterprise
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in railway construction, as exemplified in
the Great Southern and Midland Rail-
ways; but he had always maintained that
the misfortunes of those lines were attri-
butable, not to private enterprise, hut to
the loose mnanner in which agreements in
respect of themn were entered into by the
Government of the day. It would be a
gvross injustice to the workers of the
colony if the errors committed by a past
Administration were permitted to stand
in the way of legitimate private enter-
prise to-day. Having heard so imuch of
the terrible calamities brought about by
those unfortunate railways, he had been
afraid that similar results might follow
similar enterprises in the future; hut,
during the past twelve months, he had
vilited aL 3rivate line at Albany, where he
sawv the sunny side of private enterprise;3
and had also the pleasure of travelling
on the Canning Jarrab Co.'s line, which
wi's a credit to, that company and a bene-
fit to the colony. At Yarloop, there were
17 miles of railway; and he had also in-
spected the railway of the Rockingham
Jarrab Co., one of the oldest lines in the
colony. It was, impossible, to consider the
advantage accruing to the colony from
the operations of those companies without
feeling favourably disposed towards pri-
vate enterprisa The motion before the
House was fraught with good to the coun-
try, and was a pleasing episode in the
closing hours of an arduous five months'
session in Parliament, showing as it did
that the Government were ait last alive
to the benefits to be derived by allowing
some public works to he carried out by
private companies under safe restrictions.
Doubtless this new departure would be
the forerunner of the acceptance next
session of a scheme for the construction
of a line fromn Esperaince to Norseman.

MR. 'MORAN (East Coolgardie):- All
the objectionable features of private enter-
pnse were absent in this proposal. The
State did not propose to give away any
of its; land, nor to set up an independent

andlordism. in its territory, nor to irre-
vocably abandon, without conditions, the
right of carriage. The motion proposed
what he had always warmly advo-
cated, to let a, contract for the right of
waty over a certain tract of country, on
certain conditions. It only meant that
the flovernm ent. were not ready at present

to take charge of the carrying of goods
and passengers over this country, and
therefore they entered into an agreement
similar to a wail contract for the tempo-
rary convenience of the people of the dis-
trict.. No monopoly was created. The
State was sovereign throughout. It gave
away no portion of its territory; it re-
tained in its power the right to rcpurchasc
at its own price, namely, at the price
fixed in the agreement for the concession.
He sympathised with the objection of
the member for North Perth (Mr. Old-
ham), and maintained that the Govern-
ment should supervi~e the construction
of thisa line, and should inspect every book
and every account in connection with it.

MA. MIORGNs: The Government would
fix the price to he paid by them. for the
railway.

MR. MORAN: The, fairer plan would
be to supervise the construction of the
line in co-operation with the company's
engineer, so as to see exactly what it cost.

After listeningr to the debate this evening.
one would scrly. think that he was
standing in the same Assembly which had
negatived the proposal. for the construc-
tion of the Esperance-Norseman railway
by private enterpris-e, or that the mem-
her for the Ashburton (Hon. S. Hurt) was
the satme human being who had so fero-
ciouisly opposed that suggestion. The
ccntrast between his speech on that oca,.
sion and his speech to-night was most
rmanrkable. True, it must be, said for
the hon. member that he was perfectly
honest; for he had admitted, on the for-
mer occasion, that he opposed that
schemne for political reasons. Such rea-
sons were absent here. Another feature
of the debate was that it would be impos-
sible to- find a. more ra-pid change of front
than had been made by the Government
to-nigxht in their attitude towards private
enterprise. Some people would call this
political somersaulting; but all great
men and great Governments changed
their minds as they became enlightened.
and as opportunity pernitted. The Op-
position had hitherto heen more ad-
vaed thani the Government on this qnes-

Ition of private enterprise; hut the Gov-
ernment by aL sudden changce of policy,
showed they had sufficient adroitness
to "dish the Whigs!' The Government

Iwere going to be looked upon in future
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.w the introducers of the system of pri-
'ate enterprise.

MR. Kwmer: It wraa only establishing
he policy of the Opposition.

Mn. MORAN: That was what he said
-the Conservatives had dished the
Vhigs. He hoped and trusted that
nany more admirable features of the Op-
)O~itionh would be abstracted by the Pre-
nier and utilised by him. The Opposi-
,ion had only one object, which was to
,et their views carried into effect either
3y themselves or the Government. Ile
ooked forward to & renewal of prosperity
n this colony by means of Government
dforts aided by private enterprise. He
vould probably blunder over to the other
6de of the House, after the promise the
,overnment had made in connection with
)rivate enterprise, if they still persisted
n refusing to let the people of Esperance
iud Norsema~n have that which the Gov-
3rnmcnt so gladly consented to give to
'he people of Marradong to-night. He
lid not think the Government would be
Found offering any abjection to reason-
able and rational private enterprise in
the future. He hailed the, change,

Tim Nsauxat: It was no change at all.
Ma. MORAN: It was no change. Tt

was a step forward;- a, going forward to-
wards the light. It was a case of "dish-
ing the Whigs," which was a, part of
politics.

MR. WILSON (Canning): It waa a
source of satisfaction to him that the
Government and their supporters had
adopted in somec small1 degree a policy
which he and members of the Opposition
had so consistently advocated-the per-
mitting of private enterprise to come in
and assist in developing this great coun-
try. He could not help thinking of the
arguments he adduced some 18 months
ago, when he pointed out that, if we fol-
Towed in the footsteps of the other cola.
flies and insisted on the Government car-
ryvingr out all large works, that course
would bring us to the, same point of dis-
aster as those colonies had reached. He
would like to remind memnbers that, in
Victoria not many years ago, some of the
railways built by the Government were
put n to let. He was glad to find we
intended to avoid that pitfall, and were
not going to run the country into debt
in the same, way as during the last three

or four years, but were going to silows
capital to come in and asiwst. So far as
maintaining the rights of the people, was
concerned, if the Forrest Ministry could
not look after those rights and protect
the people, not only as to the rates to be
charged, which should be reasonable, but
also the cost of taking over the railway,
they must he brought to hook and give
place to others who could do so. The
cost of the railway could be very easily
fixed, not after the work had been com-
pleted, hut in the estimates. An an
undertaking by a, company which he re.
presented, there was a, price fixed upon;
and what was to prevent that from being
done in this case? It might be said that
the railway should cost, say, £2,000 a
mile. In the cage of his compaily £1,000
per mile was the amount specified, which
was very much below the actual cost, but
they would be hound to accept it. The
question of cost could, as he said, be eas-
ily dealt with. We could take a very
good lesson from the books of other
countries, not in this part of the world,
but in the United States, Canada, the
States of South America, and our own
mother country. What would Great
Britain have done without private capital
and Private enterprise? Where would
she be to-day without her merchant
Dflnces?7 Surely we might well follow
in the footstepis of the mother country.
Let us do our best to induce people to in-
vest capital here, whkhb would afford era-
pboyrnent to a. large number of men, as-
sist us to create a market for agricultur-
ists, and enable us to bring such a season
of nrosperity to, Western Australia as she
had never before seen or felt.

MR. Gewesis: The, Government were
to be congratulated on having taken a
step forward. It was a step in the right
direction.

MRt. LYALL HALL (Perth): All ra-il-
way construction should be carried out by
the Government of the colony, as far as
practicable; but if the Government found
they were not able to carry out the con-
struction of certain lines, he did not think
we should assume a, dog-in-the-manger
policy, and prevent such railways from
being built by private enterprise. There
was great objection to sub-clause (b). The
Government were to have a. right to pur-
'chase ait Cost price. They need not ecser-
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eise that right, of course, b if they did
buy the railway, they must do it at that
price. Nothing was allowed for wear and
tf.ar, and how could we gauge the worth
of a, railway 12 years hencel Take, for
instance, the old Hobson's Bay railway in
MNelbourne. That railway, in anticipation
of the Government buying it, was starved,
the result being that when the Government
bought it they had to renew the whole
thing-lock, stock, anad barrel. Unfor-
tunately in these colonies, no sooner were
railways built by, private enterprise, than
an agitation was commenced for the Gov-
ernment to buy them. That was not the
case, in England, where they had private
enterprise in toto, and of course no egita.
tion arose, nor was, there ever likely to be,
for the Government to buy those rail-
ways.

Ma. MORGANS:- They would not do it.
MRt. LYALL HALL:- That was true;

but here, no sooner were railways. built by
private enterprise, than the Government
were asked to buy, generally at extravag-
ant prices. Tmere was another objection,
though ho thought these objections could
he overcome, that while, the general public
were to have the use of the railway, it
seemed to him the Owners could charge
just what they liked. He intended to
move that the rates should not exceed
those charged on Government railways-

MR. MONGER: That was already pro-
vided for in the Premtier's amendment.

Ka. WALL: We did not want private
railways to charge just what they liked.
He moved, as an amendment, that the fol-
lowing be added to the motion as a newv
sub-clause: -

(e) The rates to be charged not to exceed the
rates on Government railways.

MR. MoRoAws:- The Government would
see they did not do that.

Ma. HALL: Another amendment which
he woula like to see adopted, in reference
to sub-clause (b), was to insert after "cost
pr-ied' the words "less due allowances for
wear and tear, such price to be' fixed by
the Engineer-in-Chief of the colony of Wes-
tern Australia at the time of 6iucb pur-
chase." Unless we made some such pro-
vision, the private enterprise people would
make a lot of money at the expense of the
Government.

THE SPEAKER: The only wry he could
see for this amendment to be made would

be for the Premier to withdraw his amend
mient for the present, and to take each a
the paragraphs singly.

MRt. MONGER : The amendment of th4
Premier embraced everything the hon
member wished.

MR. LYALL HALL: The member to!
the Canning (Mr. Wilson) had also men
tioned railways built in Victoria, which hi
said were tW let, He (Mr-. Hall) suppose(
the hon. member meant practically to let
because none of them had been actualli
to let. Those railways were what wer
known throughout Victoria, as politica
lines, constructed to nowhere in particu

'lar; so it was net to be wondered at thak
somse of them were practically to let. Hi
did not see that this had anything to d(
with the question. The trouble was ex
actly the same as, was pointed out in con
neotion with our tramways. We had tb
purchase at cost price the land which th4
company bought; but who was to knov
the price of that land, and what the cosi
price was? It seemed that unless w
hedged round this concession with al
these particulars, the Government woub(
certainly have to pay dearly for the con
cession which they were giving in this in
stance.

Amendment (the Premier's) put anc
passed.

Ma. LYATJL HALL moved, as a furthei
amendment, that the following be adde(
to the motion : -"(e) The rates to Ibi
charged are not to exceed the rates oi
Goirerument railways;. (f) Cost price men
tioned in paragraph (b) to mean the cot'
price of the railway, less depreciation b2
wear and tear and otherwise."

MR. MORGAN'S Maid he could not sei
the object of adding these words to thi
motion. It was perfectly clear that whei
the Government entered into these ar
rangements they would see to all thosi
particulars. It would be part of theii
business to attend to them.

Tan Panama: It would be better, per
heps, to have these words added.

Further amendment (Mr. Hall's) pu
and passed, and the motion as amender
a~greed to.

MR. MONGER moved that a copy
the resolution be forwarded to the Legis
lative Council, and their concurrence de
Fired therein.

Question put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.] Private Enterprwe.
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1OTTGN: SHIPPING LAWS, COMMISSION
OF INQIRY.

MRt. HIGHAM (Fremantle) moved:
That it is desirable that a Commission be

Ippointed to sit during recess, to consider all
aecessary amendments of Acts dealing with
ihipping.
ace said he was pleased to know, from as-
juranees which he had received from both
,ides of the House, that this motion, would
:equire few word-s from him. The fate of
Me~ Shipping Casualties Bill, one of the
irat Bills which came before the House
;his sesson, might be a matter for some
regret; but, so far as hbe was concerned,
:ie did not regret that it did not go on the
itatute hook, because the few small
amendments which that Bill contained,
dealing with the shipping trade, were of
so little importance that the Bill would
have been of little value. On the other
hand, it must be admitted that in the
Acts dealing with the shipping trade in
this colony, many amendments were ne-
-essary ; and he had brought forward this
maotion, hoping that by getting together
% commission of men well experienced in
this trade, by next session we should have
brought before the House Bills dealing
with these questions, which would be of
immense service not only to the House,
but to the shipping trade of the com-
mnunity. Legislation tending to the in-
stituttion. of a marine board ought to he,
brought in, and this marine board might
be of immense service in many ways.
Legislation dealing with our lighthouses,
harbours, wharves, and jetties, required
considerable hnmendment, and he hoped
the Commission for which he was moving
would deal with all those matters in an
intelligent manner, and bring up a report
which would form the basis of legislation
for next session. He was assured that
the motion would receive general support.

Question put and passed.

MOTION: ENCOURAGEMENT OF MANU-
FACTURtES AND NEW INDUSTRIES.

Ma. QUINLAN (Toodysy) moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
highly desirable, in the best interests of the
colony, that every effort should be made by the
Government to afford encouragement to private
enterprise in the establishment of manufactures
and new industries, and that the Government
should, az soon as possible, adopt means to
secure this end.

Hle said he was confident that hon. mem-
bers would recognise the necessity for
some steps being taken in this direction,
to encourage the establishment of new in-
dustries This colony was often twitted
with the fact, which was most glaring to
all, that its industries were few and far
between, while the amount of money
sent out of the colony was enormous.
Some of this money might be retained, .1
this motion were carried into effect. So
far as soil products were concerned, we
were doing fairly well, for the country was
being developed in the direction of grow-
ing flour, corn, oats, wheat, fruit, and
other products. But we required sonic-
thing other than merely products of the
soil, and while it would be recognised that
people were doing all they could in the
cirection of improving their holdings for
this -'urpose, the fact remained that the
advantages to be derived from the estab-
lishment of industries would be great in-
deed, and would give an immense amount
of employment. It was somewhat odd,
he knew, to ask that the Government
should take steps of this nature, seeing
that the finances were limited; but his
proposal was that tho Government should
bring about the end he had in view by
granting, say, a6 guarantee of four per
cent. upon such industries as foundries,
wineries, and industries of that nature;
also thero might be factories for butter
and cheese making. He hoped the mno-
tion would meet with the support of this
House, for while he proposed thta Gov-
ernment guarantee at the rate of four par
cent, should be given, he made bold to
say that scarcely, if ever, would the Gov-
ercnent he called on to pay on the guar-
antee. If a sum. up to £100,000 was set
apart for this purpose, the interEst on that
to the country would be only £4,000 per
annum; and this guarantee wuuld be an
inducement to people to establish indus-
tries; that were likely to be payable, and
would show that the Government bad
such faith in their own colony that they
were willing to guarantee four per cent.
on .industries There need be no fear
that the Government would be called on
to pay the money, and many persons
would be found ready and willing to un-
dertake ventures of this kind, knowing
that their revenue would be at least 4 per
cent., while in all probability it would be
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double and perhaps treble. This was
somewhat different from the system in
vogue in Victoria and other countries,
where bonuses were given; and for his
part, white recognising that the bonus
system had done some good in respect to
one industry in Victoria, the butter indus-
try, still it was- not a system that worked
well. The little experience of the bonus
system in Western Australia showed that
was not a wise method of encouraging in-
dustries. It would be within the recollec-
tion of members, particularly those of the
first Parliament, that a, bonus of £200
was offered for the establishment of a jam
factory, or for a certain amount of jam
to be manufactured in the colony; and
this bonus was availed of by one manu-
facturer, who did certainly make the
quantity of jam stipulated, and obtained
the £200 from the Government; but
nothing further had resulted. That per-
son got the L200, and the Government
g.ot that experience. There were manay at-
tractions here, such as the climate, which
in itself induced people to come and set-
tle here; and if peonle could be assured
of permanent employment, he was con-
fident tliat when large numbers were at-
tracted here through the means he pro-
posed, pleasures and luxuries would fol-
low, which this colony much lacked.
There were many industries other than
those which he had mentioned, to which
encouragement could be given ; but it was
the principle he wished to adopt. No
doubt there were many industries which
would oc~cur to other members; but, tn
view of the approaching close of the ses-
sine, he would simply ask for the support
of hon. members to this motion, which,
perhaps, was vague, but likely to prove
very beneficial.

THEs PRCEMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest) : This motion, on the face of it,
looked very encouraging; but he did not
know that it meant a great deal, because
there was nothing to ensure anything re-
sulting from it at the present moment.
The idea was a good one-that we should
encourage industries in the colony in
every way we could. He had not the
slightest doubt that if we could afford to
devote a sum of money to assist indus-
tries, it would be a very good plan. How
best to do that was open to a great deal
of difference of opinion. Somne people

believed in bonuses, others in loans, a
in Queensland, where some of the indws
tries were assisted by Government ad
vances. Then again there was the hount'
system; indeed, there were many way
of assisting industries, and he must con
fess he had really not made up his mini
which was the best; although he ha4
thought over the matter a good deal
The bonus system was said to hAy,
worked fairly well in Victoria, but ther,
were plenty of people who believed it ha,
not worked well at all. No doubt indub
tries were desirable in this country, an'
a Government could not go very far wron,
in assisting persons willing to embar]
their capital. He did not feel incline'
to oppose the motion; in fact, he wa:
generally in accord with it. At the sami
time, he hoped it would not be expeetec
that the Government would do very mnuc)
at the present moment. It was a matte
that would have to be considered, sad hi
took it that nothing could be done wit]
this motion without the consent of Partin
ment. If this was merely an abstrac
motion, which the Government were ti
keep under consideration in order that,
they are able to do anything, they migh
submit a proposal to Parliament, he diq
not oppose the proposal.

Question put and passed.

MOTION: M1,UNICIPAL RAT[NG ON ]2ANT
VALUE.

Ms. LEARE (Albany) moved:
'that, in the opinion of this House, muni

cips] taxation should, as far as possible, 13,
based upoa land values, irrespective of improve
men t.
Hon members would at once notice, h(
said, that this amotion aimed a, blow ai
and condemned the present 'stem &.
municipal taxation. The motion hat
been suggested by opinions expressed In
different municipal bodies in the colony
who asked the aid of the Legislature it
altering the present System Of taxation
It had been suggested that whatever wau
done by way of innovation should follos'
the lines indicated by the principle o;
what was known as the single tax, ant
that the land should be valued irrespec
five of improvements. It had over ant
over again been pointed out that where
persons% ownin!Z municipal property spent
large 41nun1 on their freehold, they ini
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mediately increa-sed their taxation, whilst
persons who owned vacant land, perhaps
alongside the very block which had just
been improved, received the benefit of
the improvement, and were not them-
selves in the slightest degree burdened
by increased taxation. Consequently an
unfair advantage was taken by the per-
son who would not spend his money on
improvements, but stood by and not only
allowed another to improve his own land,
but that of the person who stood by.
That was not fair, or it would be muc h
fairer if the incidence of taxation were
more evenly distributed, so that the, bur-
den might be borne more equally by
every owner, and instead of improvements,
.a at present, resulting in increased tan-,
tion, persons bhould be encouraged to
improve their properties to the. fullest
possible extent. Innumerable instances
might be quoted of the, unfair application
of the present principle of taxation, and
if the Reuse adopted the motion there
would be ample time during the recess
for the different municipal bodies to sug-
gest practical details for carrying out the
idea, and for the Government draftsman
to adopt those details. Re was, led to
believe that an amendment of the Muni-
cipal Act was in contemplation, and those
who were in the Rouse when the Muni-
cipal Institutions Act was passed would
remember that this question was then
incidcntally discussed; but inasmuch as
the matter had apparently not been
thought Gut sufficiently, no practical bent
was given to the discussion. But now
the different municipalities, and particu-
larly the municipalities of Perth and
Fremantle, were being improved to such
an extent that some encouragement
should be given to those who were de-
sirous of improving their lands, and at the
same time something should be done to
deter people from permitting their land
to lie idle. It was impossible, in discus-
sing this motion at this late hour of the
session, to, elaborate the details which
ought to be adopted, and hon. members
might content themselves with a general
expression of opinion that the present
system of rating was not the best that
could be adopted. One of the worst fea-
tures of the present system of taxation
Was that the prineiple of distress for
rates was applied to the wrong person;

for if the land were rated at its own
value, irrespective of improvements, theo
tax sbould be on the landlord end not on
the tenant. At present the unfortunate
tenant was liable,~ not only for his own
rate, which might happen to be in arrear,
but also for the unpaid rates of a former
tenant; yet it was absolutely opposed to
the principles of natural justice that an
innocent person should be made to pay
the debts of another. That was what the
present systemn of municipal taxation not
only recognised, but practised, and it
was absolutely and distinctly unfair.
Another great advantage of the taxation
and responsibility attached to the land
itself was that, by such a system, the tax
could be more easily collected, as it was
always easier to find out who the land-
lord was than to find or catch the ten-
ant. Tenants miight be weekly, monthly,
or for a lengthened term; but if the
landlord was primarily liable and his
land also liable for the rate, it was open
for him, when fixing his rent and making
his arrangements with the tenant, to so
adjust the price that the rent would cover
the amount for which his land was taxed.
Consequently the tenant would indirectly
pay the tax, but the tenant would not be
liable to have goods distrained on for
the fault of some one else. If the land
were, taxed, let the land beer the bur-
den, and not the furniture and, move-
able goods of the tenant. It was un-
necessary for him to labour arguments
of this kind, because to mention them
was sufficient to ensure their acceptance
by any persons actuated by the, princi-
ples of justice and fair play. He men-
tioned this casually, because it was so
intimately interwovwen with the princi-
pie of the taxation of land Values pure
and simple, as distinguished from in-
provemnts. If these two principles
were taken together, there would be an
equitable tax, one wore easily collected
than the present tax, and one which
would not act harshly upon innocent per-
sons. Ho knew that in suggesting these
matters he was bordering upon a. very
large principle, namely, that of the ap-
pliontion of the single tax. He did not
'want to raise a. discussion on that
principle generally, but merely to ascer-
tain if by any means we could adopt
some suggestions from that system and
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apply them to rnuniial taxation. Some
persons advocated taxation according to
the frontage value of the land: and others
advocated taxation according to area-.
It was difficult to lay down any hard and
fast rule, or to apply either one of those
principles; because, by taxing frontages,
the value of a frontage was dependent in
a great measure on 'the depth of the
land ; and the converse proposition held
good also, that the area, of the land de-
pended not only on the depth, but on
the frontage also. What he would ad-
vocate was that, whenever alteration in
the system of taxation was proposed, a
wide discretion should be given to the
body which imposed the rate; and, bear-
ing in mind that it was open to them to
consider the value of the land only, they
could arrive at some average by takiag
the value not only of the land iminedi-
ately concerned, but thie value, of the_
land without improvements in. the in-
mnedia~te neighbourhood. Perhaps the
system might be applied with greater
fairness by cutting up the municipality
or district concerned into little hlock%,
as it were upon a. chess, board, then tak-
ing the value of each block at a. sum
total, and dividing that total rate pro
rata amongst the various owners. He
was not prepared to discuss details, but
merely general principles; and it would
bb impossible to go into details until
we had them. in the: shape of a Bill.
If this principle were adopted, it would
give general satisfaction, and work equi-
tably. He understood the majority of
municipalities, were in favour of the, sys-
tem su ggested, these 'being the: bodies
most intimately concerned in its applica-
tion.

THE PunmER: Was this system in force
anywhere else?

Mn. LEAJ(E said he could not say.
A Mnssmt: Nowhere.
MRt. LEAKE: But it ha~d been advo-

cated time after time in many different
communities, and the justness of the
principle had been recognised; but he
was bound to adinit. the difficulty was in
its application. There was no doubt what-
ever about that; but there was no reason
why a, difficulty, if it did exist, should not
be overcome; and he really thought there
was sufficient intelligence, not only in the
different municipalities, but in this Par-

lament, to overcome such difficulties, if
once brought face to face with them in
a. practical manner. He commended the
motion to hon. members.

Mn. KENNY (North Murchison) see.-
ended the motion.

THE PREMIER (Right Eon. Sir J.
Forrest): Without posing as one who
knew more than other members in re-
gard to municipal taixation, he really
thought these abstract motiouc, at this.
period of the seasion were not desirable.
After all, in regard to municipal taxation,
one had to be guided a, good deal by the
experience of other places, and also by
the feelings and opinions of the people
of this country; and he did not know
there had been any demand for taxation
on this basis.

MR. LEAKB: ThIere had, by nearly all
the municipalities.

THE PREMIER said lie took a. different
view altogether.. It seemed to him that
it would press hardly on mazy people
if this kind of taxatiion were in force.
There was no doubt that, if a man spent
a lot of money on a, property, he got his
reward ; for a man did not put up a large
building to look at it, hut for some prac-
tical. purpose. A building would produce
rent; it was always, rent-producing, or
tended to be rent-producing;- and, there-
fore, the owner was in a better position to
pay the rates on the annual worth of the
property than one whY-o,, perhaps, had not
such a good building on his land. This
proposal meant that everyone -was to, be
equal, and must pay the same taxation,
whether he improved his land or did not,
Tfiis principle might be theoretically
sound; but whether it would work out in
practice, or whether the municipalities
would get the same revenue as they get
at the present time, was; a matter upon
which he was not prepared to give a de-
cided opinion. He thought they would
not; for there would then be a, magnifi-
cent pile of buildings, in the most splen-
did part of the city, paying little more
in the way of taxation than a. mere shanty.
Such a, system would not bring to the
municipal council the revenue required.

Ma. ILLINGwORTH: It might bring down
rents,

~ PREMIlER:- It might mean confis-
cation. The present system did not work
badly, for if a, person had a property that
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ras, valuable and rent-producing, be had
o pay accordingly on the annual rental
alue, No one complained of that.

Ma. OLDHAM:- Yes, they did.
Tim PREMIER: Well, he never heard

nyone complain. The owner of a rent-
)roducing place could afford to pay the
axation; whereas if he had a, place that
lid not bring in anything or very little,
'e could not afford to pay muth. If an
mwner were unduly taxed in respect of
uch a property, he would have to get
id of it, && he could not afford to hold it.

N. OLDHAM: That was right.
Ma. Ewuvo : The Premier had struck it.
THEn PREMIER said he could under-

tand there might be a desire to force
)ersonaj who held. laud and did nothing
vith it to get rid of it.

MR. OLDHAM: Hear, hear.
Tax PREMIER: But then there were

3ersons who, had done a good deal, per-
iaps, but had not put up buildings as
rood as other people might think they
)ught to have erected. But all would be
axed alike by the systemn here proposed,
whether they put up good or bad build-
ngys. This was a matter to be thought
)ut carefully, and we must be guided
very much by the voice of municipal
zounoils throughout the colony. He dlid
not see why we should pass abstract re-
solutions here, as they would nut be bind-
ing on anyone. The motion affirmed
that municipal taxation should, as far as
possible, be based on land values, 'i-re-
ipective of improvements; but what good
would that be if passed I3 Would it be an
intimation t-hat the Government were to
doa anything in regard to the matter 2

MR. OLDHJAM said he should take it so.
THE PREMIER said he did not take it

so ; and hie did not think the Govern-
mient would be prepared to do it, either.
We would have to be guided by what we
thought would be acceptable to the
people of this country.

Mn. OLDHAM: The Municipal Confer-
ence had adopted the principle.

Thnz PREMTER: Well, let the Muni-
cipal Conference try to work it out.

MR, QuiwrAN - The municipal picnic!I
Tim PREMIER: The admission by

the mover, that he could not name a
place in the colonies or out of them
where this system of taxation existed,
ought to have a good deal of influence

with everyone, as it had with him, and
he was not prepared to vote in favour of
this principle at present. He would like
more information in regard to it, and
would also like to have some experience
ton guide us. If the hen. member could
name any other colony of Australasia
where this system was in force, it would
have a. good deal of weight with him. If
he could not do so, we had better go
slowly, and not embark on theoretical
legislation, which might look well on the
surface, but would not work out in the
way we expected it to do.

Mn. A. FORREST (West Kimnberley):
This motion might be, right, but he
doubted it very much. This matter was
discussed by the delegates from the whole
of the municipalities of the colony in the
month of July, and those delegates had
promised to devote the whole time prior
to their next conference in December, to
framing a Bill which would be brought in
during the next session of Parliament.
The member for the Ashiburton (Hon. S.
Burt) pooh-poohed the proposition; but
that hon. member had never had much
experience of actual municipal work.
True, he framed the Municipalities Act,
but he had never taken part in the prac-
tical work of a municipality.

Trix PREmmRa- The hon. member (Mr.
Burt) knew all about it.

Mas. A. FORREST: Those who were
engaged in municipal work knew a, good
deal about it; and the great question of
taxaition would be the part of the Bill re-
quiring most disceussion. He hoped the
mover would withdraw -the motion;
otbenvise he must vote against it, be-
cause at this stage we should not bind
ourselves to taxation on that basis. It
required great consideration., more especi-
ally in respect of large towns, where there
,1werei valuable corners, also buildings on
blocks having large frontages of perhaps
200 or 3001t., and on other blocks, ter-
races of houses, shops, or office& This
system of taxation would be a serious
question, requiring grave consideration.

Tus PaSErL: Councils would lose a
lot of revenue,

It. A. FORREST said he aked the
hon. member, before moving this motion,
to withdraw it, ais it would do no good,
and would never be passed.
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N. OLDIM (North Perth): The
member who spoke last had confounded
this motion with the question of taxing
frontage values. There was no connec-
tion between them-not the slightest.

THE PRnass: Unimproved land values,
was it not I

MR. OL3DHAM:- There was not the
slightest connection between frontage
value. taxation and the, present motion.
Frontage values were undoubtedly rela-
tive to the depth of the allotment.

MR. A. FORREST: Suppose it were
street to street I

Mm. OLDIIAM: It was entirely unfair
to tax an allotment in Hlay-street, for
instance, of 40fth frontage by 100ff.
depth, at the same rate as an allotment
200ft deep. The area had to be. taken
into consideration; and the motion be-
fore the House got rid of that difficulty
by the system which it proposed. He
supported the motion for the reason that,
by taxation on this basis, those persons
who had eligible sites on which there
were "shanties" should he compelled to
either improve their properties or sell
them, and give other people the oppoitu-
nity of improving them.

Ma. A. FORREST: The tax now was 7
per cent. if there were "shanties" on the
land.

MR. QUINXLAN, That was socialism in-
deed!I The hion. member (Mr. Oldham)
was the right party to, give away what he
had got!

Mu. OTJDHAkM:- In some respects, there
wa~s no Government in any of the Austra,-
lian colonies more socialistic in its legis-
lation than this Governmnt, only this
Ministry did not go in the right direction.
TPhis motion would be, a, step in the right
direction.

Tim Psmmmn: Where did the idea
coi from?

Ma. KENNY: From Henry George.
MR. OLDHAM: It was only by this

means you could make people pay who
never paid before.

HON. S, BoR: How did he make, that
out?

Ma. OLDHAM: Why, if the hon. gen-
tlemian would only go through the rate
book of this city, he would soon find that
out. He gave to the mover every credit
for this motion, and hoped the good sense
of the House would induce members to

pass the motion. When passed, it shot
he regarded as a, decided instruction
the Government to bring in a Bill I
carrying out the wishes of the Asseech

HoN. S. BURT: The Conference wot
produce, a, Bill.

MR. OLDHAM: If the Confarero
brought it forw ard, th ere would be&a pc
show of the Bill being passed. The pr
ciple in the motion was a good one.

Tax PREmIER: Where did it coi
from? Where was it in force?

Mia. OLDHA1M saaid he was not pi
pared to say where it was in force at t
present time.

Taxs PREMIER: That was it!
MR. QLDHAM: To thei best of his I

lief it was in force in some of the Stat
of America. [Laughter among Govet
meat supporters.] Hle supposed t
Premier would not object to follow t
example set by the great American F
public, in some. respects.

Tm, PRnEMa: The hon. member oou
net say where the principle was in fori

Ma. OLDHAM said he had not cor
prepared to.-night, but knew it waS
Would the right hon. gentleman, agree,
the adjournment of the debate? I
hoped the House would pass the motic
as the principle was good, sand partic
larly as regarded the city of Perth.

TnE Pamnns: Against the poor mar
Ma. OLDHAM:- That was, just the i

he wanted to get at. Make him pa
The poor -man never paid, did he? WE
he, was the best payer in the wet!
There was no getting out of it for hii
The rich man would Soon screw him u
But this system would relieve the po
man from taxation to a great extent, i
east it on the shoulders of persons be
able to bear it. That was the reas'
why he supported the motion.

Ma. QIJINLAN (Toodyay) : A ft
years Ago, while under the old Municip
Act, he favoured the system which tV
member for Albany (Mr. Leaka) nr
sought to introduce; but the case hi
been met by the present Mnnicipaliti
Act;- and the member for North Per
(Mr. Oldham) was hardly accurate in E
remarks with regard to the present ay
tem of rating, because provision had
ready been made in relation to vna
land which, if unimproved, was rated
7J1 per cnt, on its capital value. Ii

[ASSEMBLY.] Land Value only.
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proved or occupied property might be
rated on its rental value, or it wan op-
tional with the valuers, if the property
would be unfairly or unjustly rated on its
rental value, to rate it at 5 per cent. on
the capitol value.

A Mmiasa: Four per cent.
MR. QUINLAN: This met the case ad-

mirably, and it was really absurd to say
the principle, advocated would bring
about any saving to the tenant, because,
no, matter what the rate might be, it
would come on the, tenant, the landlord
naturally requiring it to be paid in the
rent To say the principle here advo-
cated would be for the benefit of the poor
wana was all rubbish That wafs an old
cry which was pretty well played out, or
it ought to be. We were all poor, if
it came to that. At least, he felt that
saume people would be better off if they
were without a portion of the property they
now possessed; for he had a. lot of vacant
houses that hie would like to find tenants
for, and that was how he suffered for his
enterprise. If this principle were
adopted, it would be a, nice. encourage-
ment for people who were thrifty and en-
terprising, and endeavoured to do good
to their fellow inca. In regard to front-
age, the rating on capital value, got~ over
the difficulty as to. the corners. If such
a. system as that advocated in the motion
were in operation in Perth at the present
time, the income received by the council
would he small indeed, and he wvas afraid
it would be hard for the municipality to
keep the roads even in their present, state
of disrepair.

Ma. EWINGo: It would depend on what
rate was struck.

MR. QUI1NLAN said he knew that.
Ma. EWING: The hon. member ought

not to say silly things.
Ma. QUINLAN said he was not saying

silly things, any more than the hon. mem-
ber, for whatever rates were imposed, the
poor man had to pay them in the rent.
The 'diffculty which previously existed
haei been admirably met by the differen-
tint rates adopte in the present Munici-
palities Act- It was true there was, this
defect in the present system of rating,
and the member for West Perth (Mr.
Wood) could vouch for it, that in theiease

of blocks, of buildings or offices, each
office was put up at so much rental value,
although probably some of them might
be empty for more than half the year. Hle
knew the Act provided for vases in which
buildings had been vacant for six months
prim to the striking of the rate,. bat still
it was cumbersome, and was not only
awkward for the City Council in regard to
collecting rates, but also in relation to
the paywent received on the values.

Ma. WILSON: The adoption of the prin-
ciple embodied in the motion would get
rid of all the difficulty.

Ma. QUJINLAN said he would get rid of
tbc: difficulty by stipulating that offices
ab~ove the ground floor should be rated
as though they were separate buildingis.

Ma, EWING: The hon. nmember was
goCinag to solve it.

Ma. QTJINTLA.N said he was stating the
views; of the ratepayers.

Ma. Lixin: That was satisfactory.

Ma. QUINLAN: The hon. member was
an almnighty authority]

MR. LYALL HALL (Perth): While
feeling that he ought to support the prin-
ciple emabodied in the motion, the [matter
certainly required a deal of thinking out.
There was no doubt a growing feeling in
favour of taxation on the principle laid
down in the motion; for it certainly
seemed unfair that, because a, person
spent £10,000 on a building, he should be
rated at an enormous amount, whilst the
block adjoining was rated at a compara-
thlely low suma; and even taking into
consideration the 74L per cent. on the
capital valu% the fact of a, person spend-
ing £10,000 must largely increase the
value of the adjoining block which re-
mained. vacant. More consideration
wasq necessary, and ho hoped the hon.
member would withdrawY the motion ; but,
if not, he would feel compelled to support
hint

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes

Noes 12

Majority agatinst4
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Noes
Ron. 8. Burt.
Mir. Connor
Sir John Forrest
26r. A. Forrest
Mr. Bubble

r.Lefroy
Mr Monger
Mt Morgans
Mr. Pennefatber
Mr. Quinlan
'Mr. Wood
Mr. Highain

(Teller)
Question thus negatived.

MOTION: FEDERAL DELEGATES, MODE
OF ELECTION.

A. LEARHI (Albany) moved:
TIhat, in the event of ainother Convention

being summoned to discuss any Federal CJon-
stitution pr6posals, this colony should, if at
all, he represented by. delegates chosen by the
electors, instead of by delegates appointed by
Parliament.

It would be remembered that the dele-
g-ates who on recent occasions attended
the Federal Conventions wlere appointed
under a special statute by this Parlia,
went;j which meant that the public, were
not as3ked to educate themselves on the
subject, or to inform themselves what
were the first principles to be discussed.
There might perhaps. have been an ex-
cuse for this method being adopted on
the recent occasions to which he had
referred, because the matter was sprung
upon us rather suddenly, and there was
not time to arrange for a general ele-
tion throughout the colony, and for can-
didates who were desirous of going to, the
Convention coming forward. Moreover,
at the time the Act was passed, it was
thought that it would be a, difficult matter
to induce people to offer themselves as
delegates for the Convention. Fortun-
ately, however, the mnovement became a,
little wnore popular, and, when it was
k-ound necessary that the country should
be represented at the Convention, the
only way of giving effect to the idea. was
that the delegates should be elected by
Parliament. As a, natural consequence,
all the delegates who went to the other
colonies were memrbers of Parliament,
and no doubt any person outside Parlia-
mient would not have had any chance of
being returned as a delegate, no matter
what his qualifications or bow good they

Ayes.
Mr. Ewing
Mr'. Uh1ingwoth
Mr. 'Tames
Mr. Kenny
AMIr. Leak.
Mr. Oldham
Mr, Wilson
Mr. Hall

(Yeller)

might have been. That seemed not to
be the proper way of looking at so im-
portant a, question, and if any persons
were to represent the people, at any
4Convention, federal or otherwise, then
the people should have a direct voice in
the choice of those representatives. It
was rumoured, based on the events which
were happening in the other colonies,
that there would, at a somiewhat early
date, be another federal Convention to
discuss the, amended proposals; and, if
this colony was'to be represented, he
trusted the electors of the. country would
have something to say in the selection
of those who were, to represent them.

Mn. MoNGER: The chances were the
bo. member would not get there, then.

Ma& LE-AKE: Perhaps not. He was
prepared to take his risk with the hon.
member. If the people were desirous. of
returmng someone absolutely opposed
to federation, no doubt the hon. mem-
ber would have a better chance than he
(Mr. Leake) would have, of being return-
ed. Hie could not shut his eyes to the
fact that those who. were at the Oonuven-
tion were under this disadvantage; that
whilst the representatives of all the other
colonies had been -returned directly by
the vote of the people, we, who were
returned merely by Parliament, wbhich
practically meant by ourselves, did not
carry the same force, nor had we the
same prestige as the other delegates had.

Ma. MoNosa: - The -only person from
this colony who spoke was the Premier.

a.n LEAIKE: That was hardly the
question. It did not matter how often
he (Mr. Leake) spoke, but, if the hon
member read the debates, they showed
that he spoke several times. But that
was nwA the point. If we were to be re-
presented, the delegates should be elec-
ted by the people; and he was happy to
think that, under such circumstances,
the member for York (Mr. Monger) would
not have had a chance of being returned.
If the motion were opposed, it would. not
be on lprinciple, but because of difficul-
ties which were in the way of giving it
eff ect. lie did not know whether in thc
event of an election, the-country would
vote as one electorate, or be divided into
several electorates, 'but he was inclined
to think, considering- our circumstances

[ASSEMBLY.] Mode of Election.
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there would have to be certain divisions
of the colony; otherwise, one or two
of the moat populous centres would re-
turn all the representatives. But he
submitted the motion in all earnestness,
as one requiring the consideration of hon.
members. If it was felt that under no
circumstances would Western Australia
join in any federal movement, he could
understand members would he apathetic,
and allow the motion to go by the board.
But at a. Convention, there would not
only be the question of whether or not
certain colonies -should join the proposed
federation. A Convention would endear
your to frame a constitution which
might, either at the moment or at some
future time, be adopted by us; and it
was only right that we should be repre-
sented in the discussion of a problem,
which, in years to come, might prove of
the greatest importance to, Western
Australia.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest): There was no real necessity for this
motion; and perhaps the hon. member
would not press it, when he heard what
he (the Premier) had to say. No doubt
it was desirable that all thle colonies should
be represented fit any intercolonial con-
ventionr. especially a convention gathered
together for the important work of fram-
ing a Federal Constitution, and that all
the representatives in such a body should
be elected or appointed as nearly as pea-
sible, on the same basis. Looking back,
it would have been as well, and,,int ftt,
better, if the delegates from this colony
to the Federal Convention had been elec-
ted in the same manner as the delegates
from the other colonies. But it must be
remembered that, when it was agreed
in Western Australia to elect delegates in
the way in which they were ultimately
elected, we were, under the impression
that Queensland was going to follow ex-
actly the same course. But that fell
through, owing to Queensland deciding
not to be represented at the Convention.
Western Australia did not introduce, the
system of election that was adopted, but
followed the Bill introduced by the
Queensland Government, which Bill, how-
ever, never became law. He did not think
Western Australia, suffered at the Conven-
tion by reason of the way in which her
representatives were elected, although he

confessed fully that it would have been
better if they hadl been elected in the
same way as the representatives of the
other colonies. It was the future with
which we had to deal now, and he was of
opinion there would be no power to ap-
point a Convention except by statute, un-
less the delegates were to be merely
nominated by the various Cjvernments.
It w"s net likely at all that the Conven-
tion, if it was to be of a representative
nature, would be formed of nominees;
and he wvas willing to give the hon. mem-
ber for Albany and the House an assur-
ance, that in the event of a Convention
being summoned so far as this Govern-
ment was concerned, steps would be taken
to have the representatives elected as
nearly as possible upon the same basis,
and in the same way as the represen-.
tatives of the other colonies. He did not,
think it woiild be possible, for any Conven-
tion to meet without Parliamentairy sanc.
tion. There might be a meeting of Pre-
miers or a meeting of persons, but such
a body would have no statutory powers
without an Act of Parliament.

Mn. TsEAKE: The assurance of the Pre-
mier wats perfectly satisfactory.

Tim PREMIER: The hon. member and
the House should rest assured the Govern-
nient wished to do, nothing except in ac-
cordance with what was done in the other
colonies, and he felt quite certain that,
if a Convention statute was proposed, it
would be the'endeavour of the Govern-
ment to make it as nearly as roossible in
accord with the statutes passed in the
other colonies.

MR. bRAKE,: The assurance, of the
Premier was perfectly satisfactory, and
sihowed that the right hon. gentleman
viewed the question practically in the
same light as he (Mr. Leake) did. That
being so, his object wats served, and, with
permission, he would withdraw the
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

MOTION: LIQUOR LICENSES, LIMITA-
TION.

METROPOLITAN DMnIario.

MR. LYALL HALL (Perth) moved : -
That, in the opinion of this House, no further

colonial wine licenses, nor wine and beer
licenses, be granted in the metropolitan licens-
ing district, for the next two years.

Federal Delegates. [27 OCTOBER, 1898.]
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This motion was intended to cheek evils
which were arising, and would arise, from
there being too large a, number of places
in and around Perth where strong drink
could be procured. He would not take
up much time, but would point out that
there were no fewer than 190 places where
wine, beer, and spirits could be legally
sold in and around Perth.

MRs. TLLINUWORTHI: And what of the
places where drink was illegally sold?

MR. HALL : Of ordinary publi can's
licences there were 50; and everybody ac-
quiinted with Perth would admit there
were far more hotels than were required,
or were likely to be required for a. very
long tha

MR. KENNY: There were a, great many
"drunkeriea," but not many hotels.

-Mn. HALL: There were also in and
around Perth, 30 odd colonial wine li-
cences, under which only the produce of
the colony was supposed to be sold; but
for one bottle of Western Australian wine
sold under these licenses, there were
dozens of bottles of wine from South Aus-
tralia. The purpose for which these col-
onial wine licenses, were granted had not
been achieved, that purpose being to en-
courage local industry. These wine
licenses were in addition to licenses en-
titling persons to sell wine and beer; and
this latter form of liceince was extremely
ob1jectionabla. There were plenty of hotels
where beer could be obtained, without
having recourse to wino shops. Then
there were, in and around Perth, 50 "gal-
ion licenses," the holders of which could
not sell less than six bottles. But there
was a practice of varying the order, the
purchaser taking one bottle of wine, one
bottle of whisky, one bottle of gin, and so.
on. A practice bad obtained of extend-
ing the order over a number of days or
weeks, and getting one bottle at a time.
Then there was the eating-house license,
whereby customers could be supplied ad
lib. with wvine, beer, or spirits. Of those
licenses there were '18.

THE PREMIER: Persona had to go ceut
to get the liquor, under that licence.

Mn. HALL: No; licensees could pur-
chase a case of spirits or a barrel of beer
from a hotel, and sell to, their custo-
iners; and it was well-known they had
two or three cases at a time and some-
imes marwe; in fact, by a recent decision

of the Supreme Curt, they could get
practically as many cases as they liked to
buy at a6 time. Then there, were the
spirit merchants' licenses, which of course
were necessary, and of these there were
15. There was a large traffic done in
these licenses, many of them being' ob-
tamned for speculative purposes and
hawked about like a piece of land or a
mine, with the result that persons of evil
repute got hold of licenses, and very bad
liquor was sold.

Ta PREMIER: The lion. member could
not change the law b6y a, motion. How
could he expect 'thus to gain his objectI

MR. HALL: The tenflency seemed to
be, to grant these licenses too freely ; and
it would do good if the House expressed
its opinion that there were at present
quite sufficient licenses to last for then next
two years at all events. He wished to
show the evil which arose from the easy
manner in -which these licenses were
granted. The Act stated that wine must
not contain more than 30 per cent. of
alcohol; but owing to there being no
supervision over the stuff sold, the wine
supplied by some wine shops was bad
enough to poison the ourang-outang at
the Zoo.

MnR. ILLINGWORTNi: He was dead al-
ready.

?4R. HALL: If dead, he had probably
been drinking some of this wine. Worst
of all, this- wine, was sold as a. colonial
product, and it was so extraordiniarily
bad that it was doing a great injury to
the wine industry of the country. On
that account alone, the, number of colo-
nial wine and bier licenses should be
limited. The holders of such licenses
paid a nominal fee. They had only a
small staff of ser'vants to keep up, and
small rents to pay; whereas the hotel-
keeper had to pay a license fee of £50,
and must keep up a very large establish-
ment;- and yet wine licenses seemed to
be granted wholesale. An expression of
opinion from the House would no doubt
have weight with the licensing magis-
trates; and he 'hoped the Government
would do away alith6ter with wine and
beer licenses, and that they would ap-
point inspectors to supervise the liquor
sold in the colony.

DrE ATJTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. Rt.
W. Pennefather): It was not clear what

[ASSEMBLY.] Proposed Limitation.
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Fect this motion would have upon the
xensing tench; but there was no doubt
.at the reasons the hon. member had
:ged in support of his motion were very
gent rewasn for amendingr the present
ensing laws. There was, no doubt that,
ifar as one could observe at present,

iere was more than ample provision to
ttisfy the thirsty inclinations of those
sople who wanted to drink strong liquor;
ut it war, a serious thing to pass a rpso-
.0on in this House which, would have no
inding effect upon the licensing mnagis-
'ates. He did think, however, that the
spression of opinion which had been
voiced to-night, and was pretty well en-
oraed by nearly every member of the
louse, would have the desired effect. To
assa a resolution to which the House
ould not give effect would not become
he dignity of the Assembly; so he asked
be hon. member not to press the motion
uirther.

MR. HTALL: It was3 gratifying to find
-he Attorney General 'held the opinion
hat we had sufficient licensed places
vhere strong drink could be procured in
md around Perth. He hoped the hon.
;entlemai would take to heart what had
,een said in regard to the supervision of
.he liquor traffic in this colony. He trus-
;ed some steps would be taken to appoint
;he necesary supervisors; end, as the At-
;orne~y General desired him to do so, he
?rould withdra~w the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

EtAILWAY ESTIMATES, MODE OF PRtE-
PARATION.

EXPLANATION.

MRs. HOLMES had given notice of the fol-
[owing motion: -

That, in the opinion of this House, the Rail-
way Estimates, and the manner in which they
Itans been presented to this House, are unsatis.
Factory, and calculated to mislead Parliament.

MR. ILINOWORTH: At the request
of the member for East Fremantle (_Mr.
Holmes) he would ask leave to withdra~w
the motion, the Commissioner of Railways
having given an assurance that the things
against which the motion was mast direc-
ted would be remedied in the next Es-
timafe&

Tnz SPLILKEN: There was no motion,
and the matter need not be proceeded
with.

MO0fflN: I VANHOE VENTURE LEASE,
COMPENSATION.

MR. MONGER (York) moved:
That, in the opinion of this House, the report;

of the Select Committee on the Ivanhoe Ven-
ture Lease discloses the fact that that company
suffered grat hardships and total loss of their
capital thrugh the recent disturbances at Kad-
goorlie and the defects in the mining laws of
this colony, which the company could not have
foreseen, and this House is of opinion that tii
Company is deserving of the consideration of
the Government,
One clause of the report of the Select
Committee appointed to inquire into the
alleged hardships inflicted on this corn-
pany, said:- "The lease having been taken
up under our mining laws and continu-
ously worked, first by the prospectors and
then by the company, and gold having
been discovered by the original holders
and developed by the company, the Com-
mittee are of opinion that, under the cir-
cumstances, the company have been the
victims of great hardships." The pre-
sient motion affirmed that the company
had suffered great hardships and total loss
of their capital through the recent dis-
turbances. at Kalgoorlie, and the defects
in the mining laws of this colony, which
the company could not have foreseen. In
order too prove this, he would read to the
House a portion of the evidence taken
before the, Select Committee. The Min-
ister of Mines wag asked: "Are you aware
that Judge il1enaman found tbat, in his1
opinion, the leaseholder could not peg any
line except where lbe had drivenl' His
reply was: 'Yes; I believe that was
.ludge Hengman's decision." He was then
asked:- "And then, if his lode was below
50 feet, he could not even peg that.1" The
Minister's reply was.- "Tha~t, I believe,
was his decision." Then he was asked:
"You are aware of his decision VI His re-
ply was: "Yes; a, man could not define a
thing he had no knowledge df." He was
asked:. "As Minister of Mines, do you
think this was the reading- of the Act?1"
He (Mr. Monger) wanted to bring particu-
larly under the notice of members the
Minister's reply, which was: -

Of course, a judge in a judicial matter oc-
cupies a position -higher in the judicial world
then that of an officer administering a depart-
ment. 'The law allows5 appeals to be made to
a judge; therefore I take it that, such being
the case, a judgye'S decision on purely a point
of law mighit possibly be considered to be
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better than that of any inister administering
a department.
The Minister was asked "In your opinion,
do you consider this at all N'racticable in
working I" flue. reply was: "No; I do
not think it practicable." The Minister
was asked further questions as. follow -

Question: Under this ruling, is it, in your
opinion, possible to work a mine whilst the
surface is in possession of the alluvial men?
-Answer: You mea&n to say if he has the
whole of the surfae of it virtually?

Question: Yes-Answer: Oh, no; he can-
not possibly. Of course I have my own views
of clause 36 of the Act,

Question: We want to get at them as nearly
as possible. If a leaseholder has spent money
on sinking a shaft end erecting workings, is it
not a hardship, in your opinion, that the whole
of his workings should be seized by outsiders?
-Answer:- Undoubtedly, it is a hardship. I
do not think the clause of the Act contein-
plated that such would exist.

Question: Could the owner, in your opinion,
ever expect such an occurrence under the Act
as is permitted under Judge Hensman's ruling,
namely, the pegging out of his whole surface
workingsY-Anawer:. It was never contem-
plated under the Act; I will say that
He could only ask hon. members to con-
sider that the whole of the evidence ad-
duced before the Select Committee painted
to the fact that this particular company
bad suffered considerable hardship, owing
to the defective lawr. The evidence ad-
duced at the inquiry from a gentleman
who occupied a very high position amongs.t
the labour representatives in that parti-
cular district-Mr. Mannion-was. to the
effect that the comnpa-ny had suffered con-
siderable hardship. A lawyer, who for
some considerable time represented the
working miners who subsequently took
possession of this lease, was asked ait the
inquiry: -

Question: Did the alteration of clause 103,
itt your opinion, cause, in a large measure, the
trouble at Kalgoorlie, and cause, to as certain
extent, the breaking of the law!-Answer: I
think it may be all attributed, pretty well, to
that. As far a~s the mniners themselves were
concerned, immediately' they knew of -it they
interviewed me about it, and I told them my
opinion was that it was absolutely ultra vrms,
but it did not trouble them a bit. because
they did not believe me. I know ij operated
orn their minds to such an extent that they
almost lost their reaso6ning power. Everything
was, the ten-feet regulation then,
The Select Committee were unanimous
in the report presented to Parliament,
and concluded that the Ivanhoe Companyv
had suffered considerable hardship. On

the eve of prorogation, he would not ts
up time by explaining the further vie
of the Select Committee ; but nothi
gave him greater pleasure than to, subs
this motion, with which, he trusted, t
whole of the -Ministry would be found
accordL

A. MORGANS (CooIgard is): The s
tion involved questions that had agita'
the mind of the public of this coloi
inajmuch as it was through the Ivanl
Comipany's property the disputes ar
as to the rights of alluvial miners
leas~es under section 36. The late Mix
ter of Mines (Mr. Wittenoom) took c
tamn steps with regard to the Ivani
Venture property, and there was a pronr
gation of E6 decree whioh limited
working of alluvial mines. to 10 ft
That dew-ut, was the cause of the wh
difficulty in regard to leasesf. When t
matter was discussed some tinme ago,
(Mr. Morgana) endeavou red to show ti
the intention of the late Minister of Mii
was perfectly legitimate. Mr. Witteno
had no intention whatever of interfer
with the rights of the alluvial miner,
object being to defer the conaiderat
ofY the question until some convenii
time for giving it proper consider ati
On the goldfields, this intention was
tirely misunderstood by -the allui
miners; and feeling ran so high that
extreme step was taken of actually bu
ing ins effigy the then Minister of Mir
He (Mr. Morganrs) had always, and
now, consider the object of Mir. 'V
tenoom in promulgating that decree
a legitimate and laudable one. The N~
ister had no intention of interfering a
the rights of the alluvial miner, 'but o
desired to defer tha consideration of
question until Parliament could deal wv
it. The Premier was. then absent fr
the colony; and, although opinions il
vary as to the desirability of proir
gating that decree ait the time, the I
remained-and he (Mr. Morganfi) wasy
feetly satisfied of this at the time itN
promulgateda-that the intention waE
perfectly good one. Every bon. memi
must realise that the Ivanhoe Vent
Company had paid rent for these lea
to the Government. That was
questioned, because the companyc
established, and the leae it had tal
was under the Act of this colony. I1
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rents were p)aid, and the labour conditions
fulfilled.; but, owing to the peculiar state
of the law at that particular time, the
alluvial miners had at certain right to go
upon that lease, which they did. He would
not assert that they had no right to go
there, for they harl, But, unfortunately,
the position of the mining law, which per-
mnitted of the exploitation of alluvial
claims ait that time, rendered it possible
for those alluvial miners to enter on-the
lease which lbeltnged to the company, and
to absolutely take possession of it. In
these Circunmstances, the motion was un-
questionably a fair one. It committed
the Government to nothing:; and, in view
of the fact that the company had paid rent
to the Government for the 24-acre block,
on which they had expended their capital
in the sinking of a. shaft, thereby proving
the existence of gold, on the property,
surely it was right that the principle of
the motion should be upheld by the
House, and that the Government should
take into consideration the peculiar cir-
cumstances in which this lease had been
absolutely lost to the legitimate owners.
He desired it to be distinctly understood
that he was not atttacking the position of
the alluvial miner, for he admitted that
the entry of the alluvial men upon that
lease was a legitimate entry. They en-
tered upon it by virtue of the anomalousa
condition of a. law which had been passed
by the House under a misap~prehension of
the subject : and it was regretable that
one of the principal owners of this lease-
a member of 'the House--was a party to
the enactment of that law: and the m1em-_
her ror Central Murchison (Mfr. Tiling-
worth) was also a party to it ;and it en-
abled the alluvial miiner In enter alaon this
lease and practically take pos~esmrmo of it.
Thz position of the[ahc etr
Company was; thatasydct ws
formed for exploiting this lease, and
capital having been Obtained and a
shaft sunk on the property, the ex-
istence of gold was proved after
a Considerable amount of money had
been spent. A question arose in the mind
of the alluvial miner whether or not this
gold was alluvial, and under Clause 36 of
the Mining Act of 1895 he simply wvent in
and took possession of the whole lease,
including the shaft. He (Mr. Morgans)
admitted that the alluvial minehal-

gitimate rights under the Act, but when
the Act was passed it %vas never supposed
that he intended to go belo v the or-din--
ary surface, the idea being that he should
obtain the gold he could g~et by dry-
blowving. When the matter was brought
before the Sup~reme Court, the court held
that the alluvial miner had a right to go
to any depth. He did not blame the al-
luvial miner, but it "'as not the inten-
tion of the Legislature to enable him to
go upon the land of a man who held a
lease, who paid his rent, and who had

developed the property, and to take ad-
vantage of the discoveries that had been
made by the leaseholder through th ex-
penditure of his own capital. Therefore
the House mnight fairly pass the motion.
The entry of the alluvial miner had meant
absolute ruin to the holders of this par-
ticula'r lease, the lease now being, as far
as the leaseholders were concerned, ab-
solutely valueless. The Government
would act rightly in taking into considera-
tion the peculiar circumstances and treat-
ing the case in a manner that would do
justice to the leaseholder.

AIR. KENN-Y (North Murchison): ASRa
member of the committee atmlointed to
inqujire into this matter, and as one who
attended every meeting and took a very
great interest in the subject, he felt he
was doing his duty not only to the lease-
holders, lbut to the House and the coun-
try, by strongly supporting the motion.

MR. CONN0OR (East Kimberley): After
the speech just delivered he had little
to say, Ibtt wished to support the motion.
There was no poss5ible doubt that a great
hardship had been inflicted and existed.
The people who were sufferingv were the
original prospectors of this claim. Thger'.
in all zood faith, took up that claim or
lease and w-orked it according to the con-
ditions, and bh'r sme extraordinary law or
regulation in connection wvith the Act
which was passed, their property was actu-
ally taken fr(:m them. He did not mean
to say it was necessary we should give
these original prospectors some recomn-
pense in a monetary sense, but this mo-

Ition entrenched close upon that. He did
not say that the law was wrong, but a
regulation had been enforced that allowed
some person to take that which belonged
to somebody else. There was a right taken
out by a certain syndicate, and, while that
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right existed, and the syndicate paid the
necessary rent and carried out the condi-
tions, somebody else came along and said
"That is mine." This motion was sup-
posed to show that an injustice had been
done, and it was necessary for the Govern-
inent of the colony to show that they be-
lieved that an injustice had been done to
these leaseholders.

TIJE PREMIER3 (Right Hon. Sir J. For-
rest): It was somewhat late in the even-
in., and in the session to deal with an
important matter of this sort, but he did
not blame anyone for that. The mat~ter
had been given a great deal of considera-
tioin in this session by a Select Commit-
tee, and now by horn. members. This
motion meant that the Government
should show consideration to the Ivanhoe
Venture Syndicate; that was%, that th-
Government should give the syndicate a
sum of money in consideration of the loss
they had sustained. That wvas putting it
plainly.

MR. MoNOER: Give. the lessees a clear
title.

THE PREMIER: The motion did not
go to that extent ; and it was more than
the Government could do. The Govern-
mient could only administer the law as
it existed to-day, and na it would exist
to-morrow. As a matter of law, he sup-
posed it would lbe generally admitted that
the Government could not be held legally
liable for anyvthing that was done under
the law.

Ma. MORAN: That was not meant.
TEE PREMIER : Well, it was his opinion

that the Government could not be held
liable if nin Act of Parliament adversely
.affected the interests of private indivi-
duals.

Ma . CoN.NoR: No Act of Parliament
shmild do an injustice.

THrE PREMIER., That was another
matter. An Act of Parliament was the
law, and, so long as the law was carried
out, even if persons did suffer, the Govern-
ment could not be held legally liable. The
Attorney-Genera! wvould be better able to
give an opinion on the point, but the view
he (the Premier) had presented seemed
to be that of common sense.

MR. CONNOR: The law was ultra ,trk*.
Tim PREMIER: The hon. member had

better listen quietly, because he (the Pre-
mnier) knew what he was talking abou*

and his idea was that the Government
could not be legally liable for anything
done under the law. For all that, he con-
sidered a great hardship had occurred in
this matter. It was generally admitted
that the Owners of the Ivanboe lease, in
prospecting their property, and after
going a considerable depth and spending
a lot of money, come upon a wai, cor
something of the kind, which cnlred

A MEmBER: Not a wash.
THE PREMIER said he was not speak-

ing technically, and only desired to say
the lessees came upon something carry-
ing gold. No sooner did that occur than
somne nersobs considered the discovery
made by the company was one of alluvial
gold, and a rush took place. These per-
sons took advantage of the discovery, and
carried off a considerable amount of gold;
indeed, they went so far as to almost take
away the workings of the company. That
of course, was very hard for the company;
it might be said it was very unjust. flow
far, however, the Government were re-
sponsible, for this hardship was a matter
on which the House could form an opinion.
Al1though, probably, in a court of law,
the Governent would not be held liable
for the unfair, or unjust, or unequitable
working of the law, still the House held
the nublic piurse, and there was no neces-
eity why ho-n. members should be guided
by the abstract law of the case. If the
motion were passed, it would be placed
on record that the House considered the
Ivanhoe Company had suffered a gross
hardship, and wans deserving of the con-
sideration of the Government. The next
question was as to what extent the com-
painy had suffered.

MR. Moyona: That w-ould lie left en-
tire]lv in the hands of the Government.

TOE PREMIER :It was easy tb say the
matter would-be left entirely in the hands
of the Government ; but it must be looked
at from the point of view of the Gove:n-
went. The question occurred at once,
to what extent haed the company suffered,
and wvhat consideration should be shown
to it? That "-as a matter he would 't
wish to have the dcciding, of. That .v.

amatter which would involve a good d'al
of trouble, as wveil as some responsibility.
He wvas prepared to take the responsibi-
lity of the final judgment on the questim.,
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t he was not prepared to undertake the
ty of deciding to what extent the 'ont
fly had been injured. However, that
ficulty could doubtless, be overcome by
e inexpensive method of - appointing
mie responsible persons to report upon
ai matter. if the motion were carried,
e Government would appoint a small
mmittee, say three persons, to report,
d the Government would be largely
ided by that report, though he would

it say they would hi absolutely guided
* it.
Man. Co-,Noa: There had already been
report.
Tim PREMIER:- There had been no re-
ird as to the amount of damage done.
the report of the Select Committee, no
antion was Made as to the amount of
mpensation to be paid. The word
onsideration" was used, but no amount
L5 named. If, however, the motion
,re carried he would take it upon himself
find out to what extent, in the opinion
three responsible persons, this corn-

ny had been injured; and those persons
tuld also say whether they thought a

so had been made out for corapenisa-
)n, viewing the matter from the stand-
oint adopted by this House-that the
inpany was deserving of consideratior.
iore could be no doubt that this was a.
17T exceptional matter. If he remem-
red rightly, it was the Minister of Mines
ho had said that the Ivanhoe Venture
ase was made the battle-ground for the
eration of section 36 of the present

Aid Mining Act, and also of Clause 103
the Rtegulations. No doubt it had been

ich a battle-ground, and the company
id suffered great injury: at the same
[ne, the shareholders might console
.emselves with the reflection that, out
all this injury, some good had resulted ;

icause, from the experience which had
-en gained in connection with the Ivan-
58 Venture case, the present Miningn
et Amendment 'Bill, which he hoped
Duld become law to-morrow, had been
rolved; and, perhaps, after all, if these
-ntlemen had suffered, the colony hAl,

consequence, benefited considerably.
egreatly sympathised with this corn-

iny in the hardships they had been
reed to undergo. 'They had seen their

roperty invaded, be would not say tile-
illy invaded, but invaded in such a way

tha~t no one, if he were the owner or holder
of that lease, would like to submit to.
They had seen the gold, which they con-
sidered was theirs, taken away. They
had seen even the grold which they them-
solves had raised carted away in open day-
light, under the pretence that such action
was lawful; and surely no one who had
watched the proceedings in connection
with the Ivanhoe Venture case, whatever
sympathy he might have for the alluvial
miner, could fail to admit that the lessees
had been very badly treated, and had suf-
fered great hardships. On this there
could be no two opinions. The truth of
the words of the motion, "that the com-
pany have suffered great hardships, and
lost A consideraible sumu of money," must
be apparent to all; and it m-ust also have
apipea red to everyone ip the colony who
knew what was taking place, that it was
an extraordinary state of affairs when men
could enter upon at comnpany'si lease, in-
vade their workings, and even cart away
the ore that had been raised--do wht,
ordinary people would call steal it- and
that the leaseholders shouild have no re-
dres Such a law should not remain on
the statute book a moment longer than
was necessary for its reneal. He was
glad to find that Parliament, he, might
say a unanimous Parliatment, had re-
pealed such law, and that no such diffi-
culties, would occur in the future. He
bad great sympamthy with these lessees.
Of course, he (the Premier) was in a little
difficulty, not being so free as other mem-
bers to express an opinion in this matter.
because he was the guardian of the public
purse; but we had an expression of opi-
nion from a Select Commnittee of this
House, and, if the motion were carried,
we would have the opinion of the House
itself ; and then he thought the Assembly,
being- the holders of the nurse of the
colony, would have given a direction
Iwhich it would be his duty to carry out.
The only other question then to be de-
cided-and. he would take the best means
of arriving at that decision, not on his
own motion, but through the agency of
others--would be the extent of the con-
sideration to be given.

Trrw MINISTER OF MINETS (Hon. H.
B3. Lefroy): With regard to this motion,
he wasg Sure every member of the House,
and all the people of the colony, hoped

Ivanhoe Venture;
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this session would see the last of any of
the troubles that had arisen out of the
difficulties which had been described by
the- Select Committee, whose report we
were now considering. There seemed to
be an idea, in the mind of the member for
East Kimberley (Mr. Connor), who spoke
on this subject, that all this fault arose
not through the Act, but the, regulations.
He (the Minister) said emphatically that all
this difficulty arose not through any regula-
tion directly, but directly through the Act.
Section 36 of the Act "-as hyad, and was
framed in such a way that it really did
not carm out the intentions of those mem-
bers of the, House who helped to frame IL
FHe was positively certain, from his own
knowledge of the facts and of what was
passing through the minds of members of
this House when they framed the Act, it
was never contemplated that a miner
should go on to a lease and mine for gold.
He used the word "mine," because section
36 made use of terms which ha was cer-
tain no miner ever used. He was certaia
the member far Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans)
would bear him out in asserting that no
miner would say he was going out to
search for and obtain gold. What he did
say was that he was going to mine. it
was obvious that the miner was not in-
tended to go on a, lease and mine under
section -36. A regulation was framed to
carry the Act into force, hut all the diffi-
cultiest which had arisen up to this time
arose under section 36, which was of an
ambiguous nature. The passing of a cer-
tain regulation at a, time when men's
minds were heated possibly did
cause trouble, and the Ivanhoe mine
was made the battle ground of
this question that had arisen out
of section 36, the chief sufferers beingr
the original owners and prospectors ,f
that mine. He could not help feeling the
greatest sympathy with the original lease-
holders. He remembered seeing one of
the owners some eighteen months ago
with a large piece of gold, weighing poLe-
sibly a hundred ounces, or something like
that in his hand, which piece of gold he
had succeeded in getting out of the mine,
and he could not help feeling for such
persons as that, who had the cup to thei i
lips and then had it wrested from them
He did not blame those who, under tb's
law, went to look for gold on the lease.

and he believed those who went on to tht
ieases believed they had a. perfect right
to go there ; but the trouble arose througl
the great difficulty of marking and defin
ing a reef on a lease. Accordingr to th(
wording of the Act it was never intende(
that a reef under the surface should b4
marked upon the ground, because it wa!
never intended that the mniner should wr(
below ground to search for gold. Tht
lessee was aurhorised under section 36 t.
mark out the line of reef on his lease. Ti
was expected at the time the section we:
passed 'that the lessee would be able th
see his reef, because it must he on th(
surface, but it was never expected thal
the lessee would have to in ark a tee
which was under the surface. There hac
heen coasiderable ill-feeling over the ques,
tion, and every one connected with this
matter would he glad to se 'e that this diffi
culty did not arise in the future. It ha(
been said by members that the reguLafticI
passed by his predecessor and recoin
m'ended to the Executive by Mr. Witte
noon] was ultra sires. That regulatiot
gave the late Minister of M-imes grave con
sideration, a-nd when he recommended thi
passing of that regulation he thought In
was doing the best he cold for the mmi
ing industry as a whole. It was said thai
the regulation. was ultra viits, but thi
niember for East Coolsgardie, before i
went to Kanowna, sought the advice r
one of the best and soundest lawyers ii
the city-the advice of Mr. Parker, whr
was a Queen's Counsel and a lawyer whomo
opinion carried great weight. Mr. Par
ker would not give an opinion straighi
away, but said he would think the mattes
over, and wire to the hon. member. T
answver to one question put to him, Mr
Parker said that he considered the regula
tion perfectly valid. The late 'Minister o
Mlines, in bringing forward this regulation
did so with the best intention, but it canu
at a time when men's minds were excited
and mien very often were led to do thinZ!
at those times which they would not do it
their cooler moments, No one sympath
ised more than himself with those wbt
had been injured, but the alluvial miner!
believed they, were acting according to th*
law and within the law. That showed hom
ambiguous the section of the Act was
This question had occupied the law courts
for nine nionthr, and the interpretatior
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1 the section had not been settled yet.
le was very pleased, as Minister in charge
*f the Mines Department, that this dual
itle would in a short time cease to exist.

Question put and passed.

lOTION: PARIS EXBIBIION, BEPRE-
SEN'XATION OF COLONY.

Mn. WILSON (Cawing) moved: i
That, in the opinion of this House, it is do-

irable that Western Australia should be repre-
sated at the fortbcoming Paris Exhibition, and
hat the Government tae immediate steps to
weure the necessary space.
Jl hon. members would agree as to the
.esirability of Western Australia being
epreseni ad at the Paris Exhibition, so
hat our mining, timber, and agricultural
esources might be there advertised. A
isuilar resolution had been passed in the
,egislative. Counc il, and he trusted the I
',overnnient would assist in carrying the
sotion through the Assembly. He under-
toed that some 20,000 fcet of space had
cen allotted in the exhibition to the Aus-
ralasian colonies. But much more space
han that would be required; and, if the
olony had to be represented, it was im.-I
orative iminedite application should be
lade, in order to obtain. sufficient room
jr our exhibits. The cost to Western
.Us3tralia, would be practic~ally nothing,
lie French Government having, he under-
tuod, tuldertaken to convey goods free
70uR the port of shipment to Paris, and
atumn them, if necessary. He suggested
hatt honorary commissioners should be
ppointed, one representing the mnining
idustrv, another the timber anid agricud-

isral industries, and a third comuuis-
ioner, he presumed, would be the Agent-
[eneral in London. There was only the
ost of printing and of attendants in Paris
:, be considered, as-nd the whole outlay
'ould not lie more thtan £2,000 or £3,000,
,bhue our representation att the exhibition
'ould be fraught with grea~t benefit to
he colony.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNM3ENT.
PRIOROGATION ARRANGEMENTS.

Tims PREMIER? (iight Hon. Sir 3. For-
est) moved that the House at its rising
o adjourn until the next day at 2.15
.in. Ile said His Excellency the Gover-
or's Deputy had arranged to prorogue

Parliament at three o'clock, and this
House would meet at a quarter-past two,
in order that a, message might be sent
to the Legislative Council, conveying the,
motion passed in relation to the Pinjar-
rah-Marradong railway. Between a quar-
ter-past two and three o'clock there would
be plenty of time to complete the busi-
ness.

Q4uestion put and passed.
The Rouse adjourned at 12 midnight

until Friday afternoon.

9tgil5J fibe Qounzcil,
Friday, 28tha October, 1898.

Paper preseasted-Questioms: Hay Duty and Co]-
lection - Pinjarrah-AMtirradong Railway:
Message, Assembly's Resolution to Uon-
struct-1-rorugabion: Assent to Bills;
Speech by the Governor's Deputy, closing
the session.

The PRESIDENT Look the chair tt

2.16 o'clock, p.m.

Pa~RsAs1.

PAYER. PRESENTEID.
By the COLONIAL SECRETARY:' Meteoro-

logical observations made at the Perth
Observatory, 1897.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION : HAY DUTY ANDS UOLLEC-
TWIN.

Box. J1. E. I{ICILKLRDSON, for the Hon.
G. Burges, asFked the Colonial Secretary:
Where are the duties collected on hay
(imported) by shippers of stock from the
northern part of the colony?

Tsar COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied :- Duty is collected at Fremantle,
In the case of the Adelaide Steamship
Company duty has not been collected
owing to the company claiming all goods
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